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First Stage's 'Big Time Holiday Extravaganza' is full of big
fun
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In First Stage's new musical, The Pigeon, Elephant Gerald, Piggie and Zoomy Squirrel have both big feelings and big
expectations about the holidays. Those lead to big problems, but also big songs and dances.

"The Pigeon Gets a Big Time Holiday Extravaganza!," which opened Nov. 21, is adapted from Mo Willems' popular
picture books starring The Pigeon and friends. Willems and Adam Tobin wrote the script and lyrics; Deborah Wicks
La Puma composed the catchy music.

Suggested for people 4 years and older, this musical is a little shorter than a typical First Stage mainstage
production, about 65 minutes plus an intermission.

Three stories crisscross in this adventure. The single-minded Pigeon (Kailey Azure Green), who wants a present
now, trudges to the North Pole to find one. Meanwhile, best friends Elephant Gerald (James Carrington) and Piggie
(Rachael Zientek) want to give each other gifts, but worry about their friend not liking their present.

First Stage children's roles are double cast. During a Nov. 22 performance, I saw the Cookie cast, with Zoomy
Squirrel (teen actor Adyson Ries) and her fellow squirrels planning a holiday extravaganza but, as we old people
might say, getting carried away with it.

Need a news break? Check out the all new PLAY hub with puzzles, games and more!

In addition to these normal seasonal conundrums, we also get the holiday song that won't leave us alone, sung
repeatedly, to The Pigeon's annoyance, and with gusto here by the Catchy Holiday Squirrel trio (Elise K. Fischer,
Fred Jones-Hartwig and Lis Rodriguez).

What I like about this new musical is that the ratio of pure playfulness to lessons learned is fairly high, as it tends to
be in good children's literature. I enjoyed it when Defining Squirrel (Jillian Vogedes) popped up to define real and
not-real words. And do not sleep on the importance of In-Between Squirrel (Alice Nguyen) to this story.

Michelle LoRicco directed this fast-moving production; Bill Busch music-directed. Lyndsey Kuhlmann's costume
designs for the youth performers add a subtle touch of holiday party elegance. Nicki Kulas designed The Pigeon
puppet that Green skillfully operates.

If you go

First Stage performs "The Pigeon Gets a Big Time Holiday Extravaganza!" through Dec. 28 at Marcus Performing
Arts Center's Todd Wehr Theater, 929 N. Water St. Visit firststage.org or call (414) 267-2966.

https://www.jsonline.com/
https://www.jsonline.com/entertainment/arts/
https://www.jsonline.com/staff/2647460001/jim-higgins/
https://www.firststage.org/Production-Details/Pigeon
https://play.usatoday.com/?itm_source=SPIKE&itm_campaign=PLAYSPIKE&itm_medium=ONSITE
https://www.firststage.org/Production-Details/Pigeon
https://www.firststage.org/Production-Details/Pigeon
https://www.firststage.org/Production-Details/Pigeon

