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DEAR FIRST STAGE FRIENDS,

Enjoy the show,

Brinn Hill
Education Director
(414) 267-2919
bhill@firststage.org

In 1943, a group of university students in Germany
were appalled at the truth that was coming to light
about the Nazi Party. They started a resistance group
aimed at bringing down Hitler and the Nazi regime.
Their story is one of breathtaking courage,
selflessness, and utter faith in what is right. The
efforts of The White Rose are an inspiring tribute to
the goodness of humanity shining even in the
darkest moments of history.



CONTENT ADVISORY

Recommended for families with young people ages 12-18 and

courageous leaders of all ages! 
 
Every young person is different and may or may not be ready for certain elements of

each production. Read more about this show’s age recommendation below.

Audiences will be riveted by this inspirational story inspired by true historical events

about standing up for what is right and the power of young people. 

The performance is expected to run approximately 90 minutes including a brief

intermission – very young audiences may have difficulty staying connected for the full

length of the show. 

Inspired by true events, the show contains discussion and depictions of the

Holocaust, Nazi party and its actions, politics, and violence; audiences may feel

uncomfortable as the characters experience these things, but in the end the message

of hope and truth prevails.  

There will be changing lights, projections, and loud sounds that may be

overwhelming for those with sensory sensitivities. We offer sensory kits for patrons

who may need them. 

“We define antisemitism as hatred toward anyone who is Jewish, identifies
as Jewish, is perceived as Jewish, or belongs to a Jewish household,

regardless of an individual’s self-identification within the Jewish community.”

https://teachholocaust.org/primer/

To learn more, follow the link to HERC’s
Educator Teacher Guidelines and Primer. The

site helps align with best practices, build
background knowledge, and avoid common

pitfalls when discussing the Holocaust.

https://teachholocaust.org/primer/
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Scan the QR
Code to visit

the HERC
Website

For Resources on Teaching and Learning About the

Holocaust for Educators please visit: The Holocaust

Education Resource Center (HERC)

Additional Resources

The Holocaust Explained: https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ 

Facing History and Ourselves: https://www.facinghistory.org/

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: https://www.ushmm.org/

Echoes and Reflections Timeline of the Holocaust: https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/ 

Additional Resources:

Or Click the Link Below:
https://teachholocaust.org/

If you have any questions about; Jewish identity, Jewish American
history, antibias and antisemitism education, or classroom support
please contact Jaclyn Orozco at the Milwaukee Jewish Federation.

To Schedule an Appointment: click here
Or Email - jaclynso@milwaukeejewish.org

Are you an Educator with a Question?

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/
https://teachholocaust.org/
https://app.reclaim.ai/m/jaclynso/time-to-meet
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Annalisa. Her father tells her that Annalisa and her

family are in protective custody. Suddenly, officers

burst into the Scholl home to take Mr. and Mrs. Scholl

away, and to confiscate books and music from Hans

and Sophie. 

   Focus shifts to a Prison where an Officer is talking to

Else but she does not acknowledge their presence.

Back to the Scholl family, Hans is boarding his train to

college. His mother gives him his coat, his father

gives him book money and Hans boards his train.

Back in the Prison, Else where she is talking about

seeing Sophie pass her cell. Focus shifts back to

Sophie’s bedroom, it’s the day before her 21st

birthday and she is packing a suitcase. Mr. Scholl

reminds Sophie that her thoughts are free and asks

that she be careful. Mrs. Scholl enters to help Sophie

finish packing and tells Sophie how Hans will meet

her at the train station.

   While Sophie is at the train station, soldiers are

checking bags and interrogating passengers. The

officers clear Sophie and her bags when focus shifts

back to the Scholl house. An officer enters asking for

Mr. Scholl and two officers take him off stage. The

scene shifts back once again to a train station but this

time in Munich, Hans is searching for Sophie at the

platform. Hans introduces Sophie to his girlfriend

Traute and they exit. Back in the Prison, Else explains

that she was in charge of watching Sophie in her cell

around the clock and she wondered, could Sophie

have done all of this?

   The scene opens in Hans' apartment, they are

celebrating Sophie’s birthday. We meet Hans’

friends: Christl, Alex, and Willi. Alex mentions the

group of friends will be working tonight, studying

anatomy. Hans quickly changes the subject and asks

Alex and Christl to follow him and tells them to watch

what they say around his sister Sophie. Hans

emphasizes that Sophie is to know nothing about

what they are actually up to. While the group comes

together to sing Happy Birthday to Sophie, they

realize she has fallen asleep. Alex, Christl and Traute

enjoy Sophie’s cake while Willi hands Hans a leaflet.

Hans asks Alex if he has any stamps and we discover

they are using their army pay to purchase stamps to

spread their leaflets as far as possible. Willi suggests

that with more people working they could print even 

Act 1

   The year is 1943, Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Scholl

have received a letter from a prisoner named Else

Gebel, where she has written about their daughter,

Sophie Scholl. 

   Flashback to when Sophie and her brother Hans

were children. They talk to their mother about their

day participating in Hitler Youth, and Sophie declares

that one day she will be a Troop Leader just like her

brother Hans. Hans describes the boy's activities

such as hunting, boxing, swimming and wrestling.

Meanwhile Sophie explains that the girls learn about

obedience, duty and self-sacrifice. After describing

their polarizing differences in group activities, they

playfully wrestle each other off stage. 

   Liebereiche, a troop leader, Hans, and other Hitler

Youth enter. Exhausted from their long hike, they

prepare a camp to settle in for the night. Hans begins

handing out sheet music to the troop when

Liebereiche notices the words to the song are in

Russian and tells the boys they cannot sing that song.

Liebereiche instructs the boys to pray, then asks to

speak to Hans alone. 

   Sophie and Ericka enter carrying sleeping bags and

flashlights, discussing hair and eye colors. Sophie

shares that she is confused why another girl was not

allowed to enter their troop based on her hair and

eye color. She asks Ericka if she’s ever, “wondered

about things”? Ericka asks Sophie to stop talking so

she may sleep. Sophie takes out a book to read when

their Troop Leader enters stage and asks what

Sophie is reading. The Troop Leader claims that

Sophie’s book, ‘Henrich Heine’ is not suitable reading

for German girls. They fight over the book, but

Sophie has a tight grip and won’t let her book go.

The Troop Leader asks Sophie for her name and

exits. 

   Hans and Mr. Scholl enter the stage mid-argument.

Mr. Scholl tells Hans to take his Hitler Youth uniform

off in his house. Hans tells his father to vote Hitler out

of office but Mr. Scholl wonders how they can do that

since Hitler outlawed every party except for his own.

Mr. Scholl claims he cannot have an intelligent

conversation with his own son. Sophie and her

mother appear on stage. Sophie won’t go to bed

until she asks her father what happened to her friend 
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stationary store as well as to detain anyone who mails

a suspicious quantity of anything. Willi reads a leaflet

aloud. 

    Sophie appears, sketching. She shares how much

she loves nature and when she was a little girl she

would dream of being a flower. Sophie explains that,

thinking about something beautiful is a form of

rebellion. As Sophie holds up her sketch to the

audience, a leaflet falls to the ground, and she

excitedly runs off stage. 

   Back on the officers, they discuss how there are

now thousands of leaflets floating around Nazis

territories and they have no clue who is writing them.

However, they know the writers are educated based

on the language, so they turn their attention to the

University.

   Sophie enters the printing scene with the found

leaflet in her hand. She is so excited that she doesn’t

notice she’s walked right into the White Rose printing

shop. She looks around, her excitement dulls and she

asks Hans why he didn’t tell her. She walks to the

printing machine and begins to help them print more

copies. Everyone gets back to work. Hans begins to

read the next published leaflet. One by one group

members read leaflets aloud.

Act 2

   Sophie writes to her parents, saying that her

thoughts are still free and asks for more writing

paper and envelopes. Back in the print shop, things

are slowing down and everyone is tired. Meanwhile

we hear a voiceover of Nazis responding ‘SIEG HEIL’

to inciting phrases from Joseph Goebbels (A Nazi

minister of propaganda). Hans wakes the tired

printing group and urges them to go to class. Hans

puts Alex in charge of setting up a secret meeting

and Christl brings over envelopes, leaflets and small

suitcases. Christl instructs them to sit far away from

their bags as possible while on the train-they are

traveling to spread leaflets around the country.

Christl and Hans exit, and Sophie begins her journey.

Sophie is interrogated by an officer and searched.

Once the officer leaves, Sophie gets up, passes out

leaflets and exits. Officers find the leaflets and chase

after Sophie. 

  Hans and Traute are nervously waiting for a meeting 

more leaflets, but Hans insists that nobody else

should be a part of this. 

   We transition back to the prison, Sophie asks Else if

she’s seen her brother Hans to which Else shares he

is just down the hall. Back at the University Hans tells

Traute that his father has been sentenced to 4

months in jail for, “...having a liberal and

cosmopolitan attitude”. Frustrated, Hans exits

looking for Sophie. 

   Scene changes to Sophie in a classroom setting

with a teacher sharing a biology lecture on Aryan

features. Sophie reaches for a pen but a leaflet falls

out of her pocket. Sophie reads the leaflet then runs

off stage. 

   In Hans' apartment, Christoph, Willi and Alex

discuss the leaflets. Alex is stunned by the news

coming in from the front in Poland. Willi believes they

need more help printing and distributing leaflets.

They freeze; Huber enters speaking about

philosophy. Back in the apartment Sophie tells the

group how her professor humorously called her out

for guessing a Jewish author to a quote he read to

the class. The group debates on whether Professor

Huber’s classes are safe for students to listen to, and

they fear they could be arrested. But Sophie does not

seem to care and loudly discusses how wrong the

Nazi regime is. Hans insists she quiet down, but

Sophie has had enough. Sophie brings out the leaflet

she found in her jacket pocket and begins reading it

to Hans and their friends. Just then an air raid siren is

heard outside, a custodian begins to wake students

and knock on their doors. Sophie hides the leaflet,

and they all exit.

   Back in the prison, Else shares that Sophie was

questioned for hours. Sophie and Hans both tried to

take full blame for their crimes and were indicted.

Sophie wore the indictment as a badge of honor, “I

didn’t know we accomplished so much” she says in

awe. 

   We see Hans, Christl, Willi and Alex printing

leaflets. Alex reads a leaflet aloud. Meanwhile we see

Gestapo investigators holding leaflets they have

found. Robert Mohr investigates the leaflets, and

officers say they were found at the University. Mohr

instructs the officers to find out if the White Rose is a

resistance group. Mohr orders officers to go to every 
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connect Christl to the draft, and he is also arrested.

Sophie insists that she doesn’t know Christl, that her

brother had nothing to do with the leaflets, that it was

all her. Else shares tea and cookies with Sophie. 

   On the day of Sophie’s trial, she writes a note on

the back of her indictment, while Else promises to

write to Sophie’s parents. During her trial Sophie

speaks out against the Nazis, not regretting her

actions. All three are sentenced to death. Hans and

Sophie are permitted to say goodbye to their

parents, and the three prisoners share a cigarette.

One by one they are beheaded by guillotine. 

   Else explains the aftermath; how Alex, Huber and

Willi were also caught and beheaded, how the

custodian who turned them in was rewarded, and

how the leaflets continued to spread until they

reached Switzerland and Sweden, until they were

dropped by allied planes all over Germany. We see

Mr. and Mrs. Scholl reading the letter from Else. 

 to begin, and Alex and Professor Huber enter. Hans

asks Huber what he thinks of the people who write

the leaflets going around the University. Huber

assures that he thinks the risk is too great. Hans asks

Huber if they should turn the pamphlets into the

police, to which Huber says they should do whatever

their conscience tells them to do. Huber tries to leave

but Hans admits he wouldn’t turn them in. This stops

Huber. Hans says he would make copies and drop

them all over Germany if he could. Huber agrees.

Huber agrees to edit the leaflets as long as they don’t

compromise his own beliefs. 

   On February 3, 1943, the German army is defeated

at Stalingrad, and while Else explains that this is the

turning point of the war, Hans suggests that this is an

opportune time to publish another leaflet. Huber

arrives with a draft of a new leaflet, and the group

hurries to get to work. Hans talks about a national

resistance group in Berlin and hopes that The White

Rose can join them to reach even more people, and

he reveals that he has a gun. That night the group

paints anti-Nazi graffiti around the city. Sophie hears

that the leaflets have been spread to different cities,

and the group prepares to distribute the newest

leaflet. Before they head to the University to

distribute the leaflets, Christl gives Hans a draft he’s

been working on for a new leaflet. 

   Mohr is working harder than ever to catch whoever

is responsible for the leaflets, meanwhile, Hans and

Sophie distribute the newest leaflet at the University,

and Huber reads it aloud. Sophie realizes she still has

some leaflets left, and rushes to the balcony, Hans

chasing her. They throw the remaining leaflets from

the balcony, but they are spotted by a custodian,

who turns them in. They are arrested, and they go

with the officers without resistance, and without

looking at the other members of The White Rose,

who look on. 

   At Gestapo headquarters, Hans and Sophie are

interrogated separately. They both deny that they are

members of The White Rose and pretend not to

know anything about the leaflets. As Hans is

questioned, the draft that Christl gave him falls to the

floor, and Hans quickly tries to destroy it. For three

days Hans and Sophie are questioned, and they deny

that anyone else was involved. Eventually, the Nazis 
7



HOLOCAUST TIMELINE
RESOURCED FROM: ECHOES & REFLECTIONS

Timeline created using resources from https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/. Please visit their website for a
more in-depth look. 

January 30, 1933
Adolf Hitler is appointed the chancellor of
Germany

March 22, 1933
The first concentration camp is established in

Dachau, Germany (most prisoners at this
time are Communists and Social Democrats) April 1, 1933

The Nazis declare a boycott of Jewish
businesses

October 14, 1933
Germany quits the League of Nations which

was formed after World War I to maintain
world peace August 2, 1934

German President Hindenburg dies. Hitler
merges the offices of president and
chancellor and becomes the sole ruler of
Germany, and is known as the Führer

September 15, 1935
The Nuremberg Laws enacted. These laws

defined Jews by racial criteria and
determined that Jews could no longer be

citizens of Germany
March 7, 1936
Germany enters the Rhineland in violation of
the Treaty of Versailles

August 1936
The Olympic Games are held in Berlin,

Germany. This was a major propaganda
victory for the Nazis October and November 1936

Germany joins alliances with Italy and Japan.
These were the three main counties in the
Axis Alliance
 

March 11, 1938
Austria is annexed 

November 9 to 10 1938
Kristallnacht: a coordinated nation-wide
pogrom against Jews in Nazi Germany.
Synagogues were burned, Jewish
homes and businesses were ransacked,
and over 25,000 Jewish men were
deported to concentration camps 

November 15, 1938
Jewish children are banned from public

schools 8

https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/
https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/


HOLOCAUST TIMELINE
CONTINUED

Timeline created using resources from https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/. Please visit their website for a
more in-depth look. 

August 18, 1939
The Nazis begin the Euthanasia (T4)
program. This was their attempt to murder
people with mental and physical disabilitiesSeptember 1, 1939

Germany invades Poland, beginning World
War II September 3, 1939

Great Britain, France, India, Australia,
Canada, South Africa, and New Zealand
declare war on GermanySeptember 17, 1939

The Soviets invade Poland and the country is
split between Nazi Germany and the Soviet

Union October 8, 1939
The Nazis establish the first ghetto of the
Holocaust in Piotrkow Trybunalski, Poland. During
the Holocaust, over 1,000 ghettos were
established by the Nazis in order to imprison
Jews in deadly conditions

April 9, 1940
Germany invades Denmark and Norway

May 19, 1940
Germany invades Belgium and the
Netherlands

June 14, 1940
Germany occupies Paris. In Poland, the

deportation of political prisoners to
Auschwitz Concentration Camp begins April 6, 1941

Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece

June 22, 1941
Operation Barbarossa, the German invasion

of the Soviet Union, begins June 23, 1941
The Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing squads)
begin mass killings of Jews in the Soviet
Union. The Einsatzgruppen were aided by
locals who collaborated

September 3, 1941
The first experimental gassings are

conducted at Auschwitz 9

https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/
https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/


HOLOCAUST TIMELINE
CONTINUED

Timeline created using resources from https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/. Please visit their website for a
more in-depth look. 

September 8, 1941
The Nazi siege of Leningrad (Russia) begins

January 20, 1942
The Wannsee Conference takes place in

Berlin to coordinate what the Nazis called,
the Final Solution, the systematic plan to

murder every Jew in Europe

June 2, 1942
The BBC reports that 700,000Jews have
been killed in Poland, although the number
of murdered Polish Jews was much higherFebruary 2, 1943

The German army surrenders at Stalingrad.
This was a major turning point during WWII April 19, 1943

The remaining Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto
engage in armed resistance against the
Nazis. This is known as the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising 

October 1-2 , 1943nd

Danish Jews are warned and rescued by the
Danish resistance. In a matter of weeks more

than 7,000 Jewish people were smuggled
across the sea to neutral Sweden

March 19, 1944
German troops occupy Hungary

May 15, 1944
Mass deportations of approximately 420,000

Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz-Birkenau begin.
About 75% of these Jewish deportees were
murdered upon arrival in the gas chambers 

July 25, 1944
The Soviet Army liberates Majdanek Death
Camp in Poland

October 3, 1944
The Polish uprising in Warsaw is crushed. This

rebellion by the underground Polish Home
Army was an attempt to liberate Warsaw from

Nazi Germany 

October 7, 1944
The Sonderkommando, prisoners who were
forced to work in the crematorium, blow up a
crematorium at Auschwitz-BirkenauJanuary 7, 1945

Recognizing that they will lose the war,
Germans force remaining prisoners to march

by foot into Germany. These are known as
Death Marches

10

https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/
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January 27, 1945
The Soviets liberate Auschwitz-Birkenau

April 11, 1945
United States Army liberates Buchenwald

Concentration Camp in Germany April 15, 1945
British forces liberate Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp

April 30, 1945
Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun commit suicide

May 2, 1945
The Soviets occupy Berlin

May 7, 1945
Germany surrenders to the Allies

May 8, 1945
V-E (Victory in Europe) Day

July 16, 1945
The USSR, Great Britain, and United States

meet at the Potsdam Conference to discuss
post-WWII Germany November 20, 1995

The Nuremberg Trials begin. 22 senior Nazi
war criminals are prosecuted by France, the
Soviet Union the U.K., and the U.S.

HOLOCAUST TIMELINE
CONTINUED

Timeline created using resources from https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/. Please visit their website for a
more in-depth look. 
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https://timelineoftheholocaust.org/
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MAPPING THE HOLOCAUST
A VISUAL AID

These maps provide information about various aspects of the Holocaust. Take a look at them to get a visual
understanding of where the Holocaust took place, and how it impacted different countries and regions.

Maps taken from: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps. 
More information can be found on their site. 

12

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps


MAPPING THE HOLOCAUST
CONTINUED

Maps taken from: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps. 
More information can be found on their site. 

13Please Note: This is not a complete list. For
more information please visit:

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/
gallery/the-holocaust-maps

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps


MAPPING THE HOLOCAUST
CONTINUED

Maps taken from: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps. 
More information can be found on their site. 
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MAPPING THE HOLOCAUST
CONTINUED

Maps taken from: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps. 
More information can be found on their site. 
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https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/gallery/the-holocaust-maps


PRESHOW QUESTIONS

3. What does the word courage mean? Who do you know who is
courageous? When have you had to be courageous? 

1. Have you heard of Sophie and Hans Scholl and the White Rose?
What do you know about them? How do you think their story will be
told onstage?

2. Hans, Sophie, and most of the other characters in The Rose of
Treason are based on real people. How do you think the actors
prepared to play fictionalized versions of real people? 
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Music and the
Holocaust website

Violins of Hopewebsite

First Stage is proud to be a part of Violins of
Hope Wisconsin presented by the Milwaukee
Youth Symphony Orchestra (MYSO). You can
see one of the instruments on display in the
lobby before each public performance of Rose
of Treason. Visit the Violins of Hope Wisconsin
website to learn about more opportunities to
learn more about the project, and to find out
what experiences and events other community
partners are offering.

VIOLINS OF HOPE
PRESENTED BY MILWAUKEE YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

17

Art, specifically music, was used as a
tool by the Nazis to control Jewish
people, and to hide the atrocious
conditions and inhumane treatment
that Jewish people experienced in
ghettos and forced labor and
extermination camps. But art and
music were also a source of hope and
joy for Jewish people when they were
able to engage with it on their own
terms. To learn more about music
during the Holocaust please visit the
Music and the Holocaust website.



In the above quote from the play, Sophie is describing a dream that she had
the night before she was to be executed. Even though this was an actual
dream that she recounted to her cellmate, Else, this dream is a phenomenal
example of how Sophie uses extended metaphors and descriptive language
to express how she feels about the state of the world around her throughout
the play. Extended metaphors are a type of metaphor that lasts longer than
a sentence—oftentimes they last at least a paragraph—and they are often
used in writing to help uncover hidden emotional truths or communicate
topics that may be too challenging to express literally.
Let’s explore extended metaphors by writing our own. The steps on the next
page will guide you through how to write your extended metaphor.
Reminder: a metaphor is a comparison between two different things without
using “like” or “as” (ie: she was a tornado, the world is a stage, the sky was
filled with clouds of cotton)

Oh God... I just had an amazing dream. It was
this gorgeous day, the sun was shining, and I

had a tiny baby in my arms...

Pick a Topic
Find a topic that you care about. This could be a place you love, a problem you are passionate about,

or a person that is important to you.

EXTENDED METAPHOR
AN ELA ACTIVITY

18

YOUR TURN!



In the space below, write out your initial thoughts and feelings about your topic.
Free Write

EXTENDED METAPHOR
AN ELA ACTIVITY: CONTINUED

19

In the space below, make a list of all of the things that remind you of your topic

Of your list, circle or highlight in different colors all of the things that seem to go together. Do they all
belong in nature? Are they all food related? Are they all the same color? Pick two or three things from

your list and describe how they are similar to your topic and any important emotions that come to
mind.

1.) :

2.) :

3.) :



Pick one of the three words/phrases from above that you feel particularly passionate about or drawn
to. In the space below, write at least one paragraph that expands on your mini free write above and
compares your topic to the word/phrase you picked. Feel free to be as poetic as possible—the best

extended metaphors take their time to establish the comparison.

Create Your Extended Metaphor

EXTENDED METAPHOR
AN ELA ACTIVITY: CONTINUED

20



PRINT MAKING
A STEM ACTIVITY

21

The White Rose resistance group used a duplicating machine or a ‘mimeograph’ to
create copies of the White Rose pamphlets they distributed. The mimeograph was
invented in the 1890’s by Thomas Edison and the A.B Dick Company. It is believed
that the White Rose typed their pamphlets first then ran their typed articles through

the mimeograph to make copies quickly.  In this activity, you will be making your own
print! Your task is to design a logo for the White Rose Society. Mimeographs are a bit
outdated though and using a regular modern printer is too easy; so, you will be doing

your own printing using everyday crafting items!

Photo taken from the International Printing Museum
https://www.printmuseum.org/blog-3/history-of-the-mimeograph 

MATERIALS
Foam Crafting Paper
Paper
Pen/Writing Utensil
Scissors
Paint
Paint Brush
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DIRECTIONS
1. Using your pen, create your
White Rose Society logo design
on your crafting foam paper. Be
sure to go over your lines a few
times to create deep lines so that
your design shows up once
printed. 

PRINT MAKING
A STEM ACTIVITY: CONTINUED

2. Cut out your logo design, make
sure to keep your extra foam
paper for more designs later!

3. Use your brush to evenly
distribute your paint then cover
your design in a very thin layer.
Try not to fill the crevices you’ve
made with your pen, those lines
are what will appear in your print
to create your logo. 



You can create prints
that cover entire

pieces of paper or
make smaller

designs and cut
them out to make

collages.

DIRECTIONS CONTINUED
4. Grab your paper and place it on
top of your print and firmly press
down to transfer the paint. 

DIY MIMEOGRAPH
A STEM ACTIVITY: CONTINUED
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5. Slowly peel off your paper,
revealing your beautiful logo!



 What does a
Dramaturg’s job 

look like throughout 
a production

TECH/THEATER ACTIVITY
DRAMATURGY

24

 When looking at the production team for The Rose of Treason, you may
notice there is a role that isn’t typically found on First Stage’s production

teams: a dramaturg. Not every production—or every theatre for that matter—
uses dramaturgs, but they play an important role for shows like The Rose of
Treason. Take a look at the information below to learn more and experience

dramaturgs what do!

 Before the start of rehearsal and before
actors have even auditioned,

dramaturgs are already busy at work .
Months before the start of rehearsal,

they are starting to familiarize
themselves with their script and creating

a list of research questions. They are
also, at this point, beginning to ask
themselves: Why are we doing this

show? And why right now? This initial
work can be incredibly helpful when the
dramaturg and director first sit down as
it can key them into how the audience

might react. This then can help steer the
production towards or away from certain

reactions.

 The dramaturg’s role in the production
is to act as the expert for the play. They
work closely with the director to gather
research that is relevant to the play. This

often includes historical, cultural,
geographic, and theatrical research. This

also involves being an expert on the
plot of the play and why the action in

the play proceeds the way it does.
Dramaturgs also have to be able to

communicate what they’ve been
working on to the cast, design team, and
audience in ways that are meaningful to

each group. What the cast needs to
know may not include what the design

team needs to know, and what the
audience needs to know may be the

same (or different!) but may need to be
shared in an entirely different way!

What is a
Dramaturg



 Once the dramaturg has completed their initial read-through of the script and
has gathered their list of research questions, it’s time to start digging into the

research. An important part of this step is to be curious. Perhaps, as they’re
reading a non-fiction book on a subject in the play, they find something that

wasn’t specifically mentioned in the play but might be helpful. Dramaturgs will
add a note to their research list to read further into the topic. Much of this stage

for dramaturgs is just letting them go down a rabbit-hole of information and
seeing what connections they can make.

TECH/THEATER ACTIVITY: CONTINUED
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Your turn!
Pick a story you already know or want to learn more about. This could be a children’s book, a
novel, and episode from a TV series, play/musical, or movie! We recommend a children’s book if
you just want to dip your toes into dramaturgy, but it’s much more fun if you pick a story you’re
passionate about. Read or watch the story you’ve picked and, as you go through the story, write
down your honest reactions, any connections you make, new words or people you might not
know, any questions that come to mind, and anything you feel requires research—such as things
that require historical or cultural accuracies.

Your turn!
Grab a timer and your research list and either head to the library or pull up your favorite search
engine online. Set your timer for one hour and try to get as deep into your research list as possible.
Once the timer is up, feel free to reset it if you found yourself deep in an interesting rabbit-hole, or
head onto the next step. An hour is only a microscopic amount of the time a dramaturg spends at
this point. Some dramaturgs can spend a whole day looking into one subject on their research list,
and these lists can be pages long.

 As dramaturgs continue their research, they begin to work more closely
with the director. During this time, the two roles start to share research

and opinions on how to best portray the story in the play. This when they
also work together to answer the question that the dramaturg posed

early of “Why this play and why right now?” These conversations help the
director to create a concept or a driving thought or argument behind

their production.
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Your turn!
Grab some paper, a pencil, and your timer.
Set your timer for 5 minutes and free write
all of your ideas for why the story you
picked is important right now and why
people should read or watch it.

 After a concept or thought has been
established for the production, the
dramaturg needs to consider what

information is important for each member of
the production and how they are going to

share that information. This part of their job is
similar to book reports and presentations you
do for school! Dramaturgs sometimes create

small presentations to share with the
production team to give a general overview
of their work. This information then is added

to each production team member’s own
individual research to help unify the work

they will be doing.

 How dramaturgs present their research to
actors is where things can get interesting.

Typically, dramaturgs create something called
an “actor packet”. These packets are physical or

digital documents filled with parts of the
dramaturgs research that are critical to the

actors’ roles and the given circumstances of the
play. Actor packets can be convenient resources

for actors to refer to at any time to learn more
about their role or the show. Sometimes,
dramaturgs can create a more interactive

presentation to allow the actors to experience
what is happening in the show. This may not be
appropriate for every play—such as plays with

heavy subject matter like The Rose of Treason—
but for plays that have a more whimsical nature
to them, this can help actors dive into the work
more easily. This interactive element could take

the shape of playing a boardgame the
dramaturg designed, participating in an event
or competition that might be featured in the

play, or bringing in snacks that are based on or
found in the play.

 Sometimes, dramaturgs are also responsible for enriching the audience’s experience of the show.
This could take the form of a display in the lobby, activities for the audience to do before and after the

show, or a pre or post show talkback. These experiences can help the audience learn some of the
important information that the dramaturg found. It can also inform or influence how the audience

might engage with the play. While First Stage doesn’t always have an official dramaturg, our
Education Department is always working to create ways for our audiences to interact with a show

before and after the performances—just like dramaturgs do! Feel free to take a look at the Enrichment
Guides for the rest of the shows in this season, check out the lobby experiences for shows like The
Pigeon Gets a Big-Time Holiday Extravaganza or Lovabye Dragon, or encourage your teachers at
school to head to the “Schools & Educators” tab on the First Stage website for how our teaching

artists can enhance the experience in their classrooms!
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Your turn!
Pick one of the following ways that dramaturgs communicate their research and create an
interesting and informative way to share your research with your friends, family, or
classmates: presentation, actor packet, interactive activity, or display. 

My Dramaturgy Notes:
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1. There are conflicting ideas of how the White Rose came up
with the name of their group. Why do you think they chose the
name White Rose? What do you think a white rose symbolizes?

2. As children Hans and Sophie Scholl were a part of Nazi youth
organizations, despite their parent’s opposition to the Nazi
party’s ideas. Why do you think Hans and Sophie decided to
join those organizations? How do you think that experience
shaped Hans and Sophie as they got older and began to resist
the Nazi regime?



POSTSHOW QUESTIONS
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4. The last word that Sophie wrote was the German word,
“Freiheit” (pronounced fry-height), which means freedom. Why
do you think she wrote that word? What is the significance of
Sophie using her last moments of life to write “freedom”? 

5. What do you think the message of The Rose of Treason is?
How would you explain that message to a friend? 
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[...] The Nazis hate it—anything creative,
anything that encourages thought, anything of

grace is a form of resistance. So you see... a
flower can be extremely subversive.

 Sophie Scholl, even though she wasn’t a founding member, played an integral role in the White Rose’s
work. As a kid, Sophie was a devoted member of the Bund Deutscher Mädel--a Nazi youth group for
young girls. After the arrest of her siblings in 1937, Sophie began to put into question the Nazi values

that she was taught as a child. Prior to attending university, Sophie, like many seeking further
education, was required to serve time with the Reichsarbeitsdienst, or the National Labor Service.

During this time, her doubts against the Nazi regime grew. In 1942, Sophie moved to Munich to study
biology and philosophy. While there, she became exposed to the writings of the White Rose. Once she

discovered that the White Rose was made up of her brother and his friends, she demanded to join.

Sophie Scholl

Now. Don’t you see? Stalingrad’s just the first.
Everyone knows an invasion is coming—we all

know that. Now’s the time to get people on our
side.

 Hans Scholl was one of the founding members of the White Rose, and was Sophie’s older brother. As a
child, he had been a devout member of the Hitler Youth. As he grew up, though, he quickly became

disillusioned with the youth group and the Nazi regime after the Gestapo investigated and convicted
him of crimes in 1937. Hans began studying medicine at the University of Munich in 1939. During his
deployments to the French front and the front in Russia, Hans met fellow members of the White Rose
Alexander Schmorell and Willi Graf. Between these deployments, Hans and the White Rose began to

distribute leaflets.

Hans Scholl

“Sleep? We could be sent to the front
tomorrow. Sleep when the war’s over.”

 Alexander Schmorell was one of the founding members of the White Rose. As a child, he followed a
very similar path to Hans and Sophie. Alex joined a Nazi youth group during his childhood, but later

rejected the beliefs of the party during his military service. During his second deployment into the 2
Student Company of the Army Medical Squadron, he met Hans and Willi Graf, another founding

member of the White Rose. Soon after, the group began writing the first four White Rose leaflets. After
Hans and Sophie’s arrest, Alex attempted to escape, but was immediately arrested upon his return to

Munich on February 24, 1943.

nd

Alexander Schmorell
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“I wish everybody would just settle down for
a second! Just settle down and think about

what we’re doing. We’re going too fast.”

 Christoph “Christl” Probst was close friends with Alexander Schmorell prior to joining
the White Rose. Though he wasn’t a founding member of the White Rose, Alex

introduced Christl to Hans in the summer of 1942. Soon after, he became actively
involved in writing the leaflets. One of the draft leaflets that Christl wrote had been

found in Hans’s jacket after he was arrested.

Christoph Probst

“Everything’s a crisis these days.”

 Robert Mohr was the head of the special commission investigating the White Rose. He
was assigned as Sophie’s case worker after her arrest by the Gestapo and conducted

her interrogations. Else Gebel describes him as “one of the few sympathetic
caseworkers”. During his investigations of Sophie, he tried every avenue he could to
save Sophie from execution. In the hour leading up to Sophie’s execution, he spoke

highly of Sophie and grieved for her.

Robert Mohr

The Real People of The Rose of Treason

“What you did was not in vain.”

 Else Gebel was Sophie Scholl’s cellmate during her imprisonment by the Gestapo. Else
was imprisoned for one year and four months because of her work as a messenger

between a communist organization in Berlin and a Munich organization. The reason we
know what happened to Sophie between her arrest by the Gestapo and her execution
is because of Else. After Sophie’s execution, Else wrote an extensive letter to Sophie’s

parents that detailed the events.

Else Gebel
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“I think your grammar is atrocious and you
use far too many superlatives. They need

editing.”

 Professor Kurt Huber, while a professor of philosophy in The Rose of
Treason, was actually a professor of folk music at the University of Munich.
Huber was never fully committed to the fascist agenda of the Nazi party—in
fact he was considered outspoken with his skepticism regarding the Nazi

party—but, in 1940 he joined the Nazi party. As he heard stories from
students who served on the front in Russia, he began to delve further into

his anti-Nazi sentiments until he inevitably joined the White Rose.

Professor Kurt Huber

“Don’t believe everything they teach you. Don’t
forget who you are. Just... do what’s right—but
be careful. Thoughts are free. They can’t take

away your thoughts.”

 Robert Scholl was Sophie and Hans’s father. During their youth, he was
vocal about his fears towards the growth of Nazism and his children’s

involvement in Nazi youth groups. He worked tirelessly to instill into Hans
and Sophie the importance of open and honest conversation, especially

about the political events happening in Germany.

Robert Scholl
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RECOMMENDED READING
BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

HITLER YOUTH: GROWING
UP IN HITLER'S SHADOW 

by Susan Campbell
Bartoletti

UPRISING
by Jennifer A. Nielsen

THE ASSIGNMENT
by Liza Wiemer

HERC Offers Free
Classroom Sets of
‘The Assignment’

for WI Schools.
Program Overview
and Request Form

can be Found Here.

Or Scan the QR Code

 New Curriculum
Guide for ‘The
Assignment’
Courtesy of:

Facing History
Click Here

Or Scan the QR Code

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/5lNQ0X_ieaimOjIOGK7tWA
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-assignment-whole-school-read-guide?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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RECOMMENDED READING
BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

THE SILENCED
by James DeVita

THE BOY ON THE WOODEN
BOX: HOW THE IMPOSSIBLE

BECAME POSSIBLE...ON
SCHINDLER’S LIST 

by Leon Leyson

THE BOOK THIEF 
by Markus Zusak

GIRL IN THE BLUE COAT 
by Monica Hesse

WHITE ROSE 
by Kip Wilson


