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CULTURE. COMMUNITY.

WE’RE PROUD  
TO BE HERE  
FOR BOTH. 

Member FDIC. (7/25) W273300

Music, theatre, dance and the visual arts make 
up an important part of our communities and 
local economies. It’s why we commit to backing 
these nonprofits year after year. We’ve got 
this—together.

AssociatedBank.com

Happy Holidays 
from Your Friends 
at Reinhart!

Reinhart is proud to co-sponsor 
First Stage’s production of
THE PIGEON GETS A BIG TIME 
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA!

reinhartlaw.com
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ABOUT FIRST STAGE
Since 1987, First Stage has grown to become 
one of the nation’s most acclaimed theaters 
for young audiences and one of the largest 
theater companies in Milwaukee. First Stage 
is committed to new play development, 
presenting over 70 world premieres in our 
history. In addition to our professional theater 
productions for families, First Stage touches 
hearts, engages minds, and transform lives 
through its unparalleled Theater Academy, 
one of the nation’s largest high-impact theater 
training program for young people, which fosters 
life skills through stage skills; and our dynamic 
Theater in Education programs that promote 
active learning in our schools and community, 
serving over 6,000 students in classrooms and 
with community organizations each year. 

ACTORS & PRODUCTION TEAM
First Stage is a professional company employing 
members of  Actors’ Equity Association, 
the union of professional Actors and Stage 
Managers. Actors’ Equity Association, founded 
in 1913, represents more than 48,000 actors and 
stage managers in the U.S. Equity negotiates 
wages and working conditions, providing a wide 
range of benefits, including health and pension 
plans. Equity seeks to foster the art of live theater 
as an essential component of our society  
(www.actorsequity.org). First Stage employs 
members of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, IATSE, Local #18. 
First Stage is an equal opportunity employer. 
Except in plays where race is an integral part of 
the narrative, casting is based on artistic merit 
and suitability for the role.

INDUSTRY AFFILIATIONS 
First Stage is a member of Milwaukee Theater 
District, Milwaukee Arts Partners, and TYA/USA, 
the international association of theater for young 
audiences. First Stage is also a Cornerstone 
member of the United Performing Arts Fund.

ACCESS FOR ALL
We are dedicated to making theater accessible 
and welcoming for everyone in our community. 
For financial support, consider applying to our 
Access for All program, where qualifying families 
and individuals can enjoy discounted tickets and 
Theater Academy scholarships. Please visit  
www.firststage.org/access-for-all to apply.

ACCESSIBILITY
The Todd Wehr Theater includes barrier-free 
access and accessible seating areas. Infrared 
hearing devices are available in the lobby, as 
well as sign language interpreted performances. 
Sensory kits are available for patrons, including 
noise canceling headphones, fidget tools, 
and a social narrative are available. Please see 
our House Manager to inquire about these 
services. First Stage also offers Sensory Friendly 
Performances for most productions.

CHILDREN AT PERFORMANCES
While First Stage presents theater productions 
for families, these are not recommended for 
children under 3 years old. Children may sit 
in laps, but a $10 lap ticket is required. Lap 
tickets can be purchased at the theater or by 
calling the Box Office at (414) 267-2966. Patrons 
are welcome to take breaks and watch the 
performance from the screens in the lobby.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
The use of cameras, recording equipment, and 
other electronic devices is strictly prohibited in 
the theater during performances. Please silence 
all cellphones, watches, and other electronic 
devices during the performances. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE
Food and most beverages are not permitted in 
the theater. Water is permitted.

LATE ARRIVALS
Late arrivals are seated at the discretion of 
the House Manager as dictated by Stage 
Management. 

LOST AND FOUND
Please report any lost or found items to the 
House Manager or call (414) 273-7121. 

SPONSORSHIP
Interested in sponsoring a First Stage production 
or performance and unlocking exclusive 
benefits? Contact donations@firststage.org.

PLAYBILLS
This program is published by Encore Playbills, 
providing quality playbills for First Stage, 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Florentine 
Opera, Milwaukee Ballet, Marcus Performing 
Arts Center, Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the 
Arts, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, and Skylight 
Music Theater. For advertising information, visit 
encoreplaybills.com.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
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Join us for concerts, exhibits, and 
educational events across Wisconsin that 
will honor the past, enlighten the present, 
and inspire the future.

Learn more at ViolinsOfHopeWI.org 

Now through January 2026

LIST OF
EVENTS
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J O A N  S T E E L E  S T E I N

2025.26 Series
Family

S U N . J A N . 25
2:30 P M

Trailblazers: 
A Celebration of  
the American Spirit

Join us for an hour of pre-concert 
activities for the entire family!

CALL OR CLICK  414 - 291 - 7605 |  M S O. O R G

FAMILY  TICKET  PRICING 
$31.50  

plus tax

Musical Fun For All Ages at the Bradley Symphony Center

Amazing selection
Holiday catalog

Free wrapping
Play experts

Local delivery
Shipping

805 N. 68th St.      (414) 395-3201      www.ruckusandglee.comToys, games, books, and more!

Christmas made easy at Ruckus & Glee:

Shop our holiday catalog!
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Independent Living     Assisted Living      Memory Care     Skilled Care

“We love the welcoming community that makes 
life here joyful for both people and pups.”

“Rosie, Gil and I have a Wonderful Life  
at Saint John’s On The Lake.”

Call Heidi 414-831-6900 today 
to schedule a tour and learn 

more about life at Saint John’s
– and stay for dinner!

1840 N. Prospect Avenue
414-831-6900

www.SaintJohnsMilw.org
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Jeff Frank, 
Executive 

Artistic Director

presents

* Appearing through an Agreement between First Stage and Actors’ Equity Association, 
the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

Produced by special arrangement with Hidden Pigeon, LLC.
Originally commissioned and developed by Children’s Theater of Madison, Dallas Children’s Theatre,  

First Stage, Main Street Theater, Seattle Children’s Theatre, The Coterie, and The Rose.

Based on Books & Characters by MO WILLEMS 
Script and Lyrics by MO WILLEMS & ADAM TOBIN 

Music by DEBORAH WICKS LA PUMA 
Dramaturgy by MEGAN ALRUTZ

Director, Michelle LoRicco 
Music Director, Bill Busch 
Scenic Designer, Em Allen 

Associate Scenic Designer, August Hendrix 
Puppet Designer, Nicki Kulas 

Costume Designer, Lyndsey Kuhlmann 
Lighting Designer, Maaz Ahmed 

Sound Designer, Kevin Alexander 
Production Stage Manager, Kelly L. Schwartz* 

Assistant Stage Manager, Devon Wiensch 
Audio Engineer/Deck Carpenter, Matt Whitmore 

Head Electrician, Mandy Montanye

Additional Support Provided By

SPONSORED BY

PROUD CORNERSTONE MEMBER
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FROM THE DIRECTOR, 
MICHELLE LORICCO

Welcome to First Stage! Thank 
you for choosing to spend the 

holidays supporting live theater and new 
works right here in Milwaukee. What 
can be more important than gathering 
together, especially for warmth, during this 
chilly time of year?

It’s been such a pleasure stepping back 
into the world of Mo Willems. My directing 
debut at First Stage was Elephant & 
Piggie’s “We’re in a Play!”—and it’s a 
delight to reunite with familiar faces, both 
onstage and behind the scenes, for this 
new adventure. We’re especially thrilled 
to welcome back James Carrington and 
Rachael Zientek, reprising their roles as 
Elephant Gerald and Piggie for the third 
time on our mainstage.

The Pigeon Gets A Big Time Holiday 
Extravaganza! has been over a year in 
the making, created through a national 
collaboration of six theaters (including 
us!) and the wonderful folks at Hidden 
Pigeon Company. We first developed this 
piece as part of our 2024 Amplify Festival, 
then continued the process at The Coterie 
Theatre in Kansas City with my workshop 
partner, the incredible Khalia Davis.  
There is nothing like gathering a group  
of heart-forward people with a passion  
for serving young audiences. I know I  
am a more thoughtful theater-maker 
after being in the room with these 
changemakers from across the country.

Since then, Mo, Debbie, Adam, and 
Megan have sprinkled in even more Mo-ey 
magic—and now, we’re thrilled to bring you 
the world premiere right here at home.

The holidays can bring big feelings for 
all of us… and sometimes big pressures. 
This story is a heartfelt reminder that the 
best part of the season isn’t the presents, 
but being present—with the people (or 
pigeons, elephants, piggies, or squirrels) 
you love most. Whether you’re seeing old 
friends, gathering with family or found 
family, or ‘shaking it up’ with us in this 
theater, your presence truly is the present.

From all of us at First Stage, we wish 
you peace, joy, and light—whatever you 
celebrate.

Merry Christmas. Happy Hanukkah. Joyous 
Kwanzaa. Happy Solstice. Feliz Navidad. 
Joyeuses Fêtes. Buone Feste. Happy New 
Year. Shaná Tová. Maligayang Pasko.

May your season be full of connection, 
wonder, and warmth.

— Michelle LoRicco, Director
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The Pigeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Kailey Azure Green*
Elephant Gerald. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  James Carrington*
Piggie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            Rachael Zientek 
Understudy for The Pigeon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Ailie Snyder 
Understudy for Elephant Gerald. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Aundre Reid
Understudy for Piggie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Caroline Hansen

ADULT PERFORMERS

Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          Michelle LoRicco
Music Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                             Bill Busch
Scenic Designer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          Em Allen
Associate Scenic Designer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           August Hendrix
Puppet Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Nicki Kulas
Costume Designer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Lyndsey Kuhlmann
Lighting Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Maaz Ahmed
Sound Designer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Kevin Alexander
Production Stage Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Kelly L. Schwartz*
Assistant Stage Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Devon Wiensch 
Audio Engineer/Deck Carpenter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Matt Whitmore
Head Electrician. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Mandy Montanye

CREATIVE TEAM

	 Hotdog Cast	 Cookie Cast
Zoomy Squirrel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Ava Sabel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Adyson Ries 
Zappy Squirrel . . . . . . . . . . . . .            Jule Jordan Schloemer . . . .     Juan Ramon Andrade Escobedo
Zoopy Squirrel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Helen Marotta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Silvia Stoeger 
Flappy Squirrel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Eviana Gibbons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Annabelle Miller 
Catchy Holiday Squirrel. . . . . . . . . .          Rosemary Marotta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Elise K. Fischer
Catchy Holiday Squirrel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Bri Donahue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Fred Jones-Hartwig
Catchy Holiday Squirrel. . . . . . . . . .           Savannah Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Lis Rodriguez
In-Between Squirrel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Charlie Machata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Alice Nguyen 
Defining Squirrel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Valentina Vega . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jillian Vogedes 

YOUNG PERFORMERS

The video and/or audio recording of this performance by  
any means whatsoever are strictly prohibited.

* Appearing through an Agreement between First Stage and Actors’ Equity Association,
the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

  Students and alumni of First Stage Theater Academy, one of the nation’s largest  
high-impact theater training program for young people
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Recommended for ages 6 and up   |    (414) 291-7800   |    SkylightMusicTheatre.org 

NOV 14 – DEC 28

Have a TECHNICOLOR® Holiday
Get ready for a dazzling holiday season! Skylight Music Theatre brings Tim Rice and

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat to the Cabot
Stage with a family-fun musical adventure. Follow biblical superstar Joseph, blessed

with prophetic dreams, through his trials, tribulations, and triumphs.

From outcast to Pharaoh's right-hand man, Joseph's journey is a joyous explosion of
catchy tunes, dazzling colors, and irresistible energy. This high-spirited show features
over a dozen local youth performers, is perfect for all ages, and will fill your holidays

with laughter and song.

Join us for a spectacular celebration of family, forgiveness, and the power of dreams – 
a Technicolor® spectacle you won't want to miss this holiday season!
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Jeff Frank, Executive 
Artistic Director — 
Recognized as one of the 
top directors in the field 
with an expertise in 
developing new work, Jeff 

holds a BFA in Theater from the University 
of Wisconsin – Whitewater and an MFA in 
Child Drama from the University of Utah. 
Jeff served as First Stage’s Education and 
Academy Director from 1996-2003, 
followed by a long tenure as Artistic 
Director before becoming Executive 
Artistic Director in March of 2024. As Jeff 
enters his 30th season, he remains 
committed to the power of theater to 
transform lives and is forever thankful to 
call First Stage home. Much love to his wife 
and children, who provide constant 
support and inspiration. Thank you for 
joining us for another season of inspiring 
and thought provoking work. We ask you 
to lean in and discover the magic of 
theater while learning more about your 
community and your world.

Michelle LoRicco (she/her/
ella), Director & Associate 
Artistic Director — Michelle 
is a passionate educator, 
director, and playwright 
who loves to create stories 

on stage and in the classroom with people 
of all ages. She graduated from the 
University of Central Florida with her MFA, 
specializing in Theater for Young 
Audiences, and received her Bachelor’s in 
Theater, specializing in Musical Theater, at 
Palm Beach Atlantic University. Michelle 
has worked in the Education Departments 
at American Repertory Theatre, Mill 
Mountain Theatre, The Kravis Center for 
the Performing Arts, Orlando Family Stage, 
and other non-profit organizations. Some 
of her directing credits include Elephant & 
Piggie’s “We Are In A Play!”, Emily Song and 

the Queen of the Night, and Ride the 
Cyclone (First Stage), Luchadora and When 
Pigs Fly (Orlando Family Stage), Marvelous 
Corenlius, Goodnight Moon, and Orphan 
Sea (Hollins University), A Peter Rabbit’s 
Tale and Tomás and the Library Lady (Mill 
Mountain Theatre). Next up, she will be 
directing The Pigeon Gets A Big Time 
Holiday Extravaganza! and choreographing 
Disney’s Frozen for First Stage this season. 
This is Michelle’s third full season as the 
Associate Artistic Director, and she could 
not be more grateful to serve the 
Milwaukee community alongside the 
incredible creatives at First Stage.

Rob Goodman, Founder 
— As the company’s 
Founding Artistic Director, 
Rob has guided the vision 
of First Stage since its 
premiere season in 1987, 

first as Artistic Director, then Managing 
Director from 2003-2012, and now in an 
emeritus role. Rob was also involved in the 
creation of the Milwaukee Youth Arts 
Center and Milwaukee Arts Partners, a 
consortium of the city’s performing arts 
groups. He has directed over sixty 
productions, including twenty-five world 
premieres, and has worked with many 
acclaimed playwrights. Goodman has held 
many leadership positions throughout his 
career, including Vice-President of TYA/USA 
and Board Member of Tessitura Network. 
Goodman earned a BA from St. Cloud 
University and an MFA from the UNC-
Chapel Hill. Rob is a decorated Vietnam 
veteran, and in 1990, he was ordained a 
Permanent Deacon in the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. He is also a retired member of 
Actors Equity Association and the Society 
of Stage Directors and Choreographers. A 
past arctic explorer and Vietnam veteran, 
Rob and his wife Mary now reside in 
Kayenta, Arizona.

BIOGRAPHIES
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Bill Busch, Music Director 
— Bill is thrilled to return to 
First Stage for this world 
premiere production of The 
Pigeon Gets A Big Time 
Holiday Extravaganza! He 

has served as Music Director/Conductor 
for numerous theater companies across 
the Midwest, including Skylight Music 
Theatre, Children’s Theater of Madison, 
Madison Theatre Guild, MATC Theatre, 
First Stage, Sunset Playhouse, and the 
Marriott Lincolnshire. His directing credits 
include Most Happy Fella, Working, The 
Full Monty, Secret Garden, Finian’s 
Rainbow, Tap Dance Kid, Footloose, and 
the world premiere of Anatole here at First 
Stage. Bill recently retired as Executive 
Director of Milwaukee Children’s Choir and 
served for 18 years as Director of Music at 
Hales Corners Lutheran Church. He 
currently serves as Artistic Director/
Conductor for The Lutheran A Cappella 
Choir of Milwaukee. His favorite role is 
father to Emily and Adam and husband to 
the lovely and talented Rhonda Rae.

Em Allen (she/they), Scenic Designer 
— Em Allen is a Scenic Designer currently 
based in Milwaukee with a B.F.A in Theatre 
Arts and Psychology from Lawrence 
University and an M.F.A in Scenic Design 
from the University of Washington, Seattle. 
Recent local Scenic Designs include Emily 
Song and the Queen of the Night and 
Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are In A Play!” 
here at First Stage; The Last Five Years at 
Milwaukee Rep; The Elaborate Entrance 
of Chad Deity at Next Act; Topdog/
Underdog, Laughs in Spanish, and Stew 
at Milwaukee Chamber; No Wake at Third 
Avenue PlayWorks; and The Importance 
of Being Ernest, The Drowsy Chaperone, 
First Date, and Dial M for Murder at Racine 
Theater Guild, among others. Website: 
emallendesign.com

Nicki Kulas, Puppet Designer — Nicki has 
been working in different facets of props/
puppets for the past 17 years. As a freelance 
Props Designer and Artisan, she has worked 
with many theaters in Milwaukee, including 
Next Act, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
Skylight Music Theatre, and Renaissance 
Theaterworks. She started her TYA journey 
with Children’s Theater of Madison and is 
currently working at First Stage, where she is 
starting her twelth season as Props Director 
(formerly Props Master) building props and 
puppets for all shows. For eight summers, 
she called Winona, MN her home, where 
she served as the Props Artisan then Props 
Director at Great River Shakespeare Festival. 
In Milwaukee, she has had the opportunity 
to work on some great puppet projects with 
Kohls Wild Theatre at the Milwaukee County 
Zoo, props for Penelopiad under the Holton 
Street Viaduct, and art installations at the 
newly renovated 3rd St Market Hall.

Lyndsey Kuhlmann (she/her), Costume 
Designer — This is Lyndsey’s 17th 
season with First Stage, where she has 
designed costumes for shows including 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Holes, Gretel!, 
The Baker Street Irregulars, and both 
productions of Elephant & Piggie’s “We’re 
In A Play!”. During First Stage’s season, 
she serves as the Cutter/Draper in the 
costume shop. She received her MFA in 
Costume Technology and Design from 
Ohio University. Other local design work 
includes 9 Circles, I And You, and Groucho: 
A Life in Revue at Next Act, Ben Butler at 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, and Back 
Home Again at Milwaukee Rep.

Maaz Ahmed, Lighting Designer — 
Maaz works as a Lighting Designer and 
served as the Lighting Supervisor at the 
Williamstown Theatre Festival in 2025. 
Recent designs include Primary Trust 
(Forward Theatre Company), The Last Five 
Years (Milwaukee Rep), and The Elaborate 

BIOGRAPHIES
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Entrance of Chad Deity (Next Act Theatre). 
Maaz also served as Assistant Lighting 
Designer on Come From Away (Milwaukee 
Repertory Theatre, des. Jason Fassl), 
Fat Ham (Goodman Theatre, des. Jason 
Lynch), and The Da Vinci Code (Drury 
Lane Productions, des. Lee Fiskness) last 
season. Upcoming designs include Ain’t 
Misbehavin’ (Milwaukee Rep) and Dinner 
with the Dutchess (Next Act Theatre).  
www.maazahmedLX.com

Kelly L. Schwartz* (she/
her), Production Stage 
Manager — Kelly is thrilled 
to be returning to First 
Stage for her third season 
as Production Stage 

Manager in the great city of Milwaukee. 
She has had the honor of previously 
working with Walnut Street Theater, 
McCarter Theater Center, and Indiana 
Repertory Theater. Kelly is a proud 
graduate of Butler University (Class of 
2009). Go Dawgs! Thank you to her boys 
for letting her see the world through their 
eyes with so much light and love.

Dev Wiensch (they/them), 
Assistant Stage Manager 
— Dev is excited to be back 
at First Stage after growing 
up as a Young Performer 
here! They’ve worked on 

stage management teams at the 
Milwaukee Rep, Milwaukee Chamber 
Theatre, Forward Theater, American Players 
Theatre, and the Denver Center. Dev would 
like to thank their parents, pets, and 
Simone for their unending support.

Mandy Leigh Montanye (she/her), Head 
Electrician — Mandy has worked as a Head 
Electrician/ Lighting Tech in most of the 
theaters, rock venues, and Summerfest 
grounds in the area for about 20 years.  

In addition to playing bass in a few local 
punk bands, she skated in the Brew City 
Bruisers under the moniker “Mandini” for 
four years and is an okay tap dancer.  

Kailey Azure Green* 
(they/them), The Pigeon 
— Kailey is an actor and 
choreographer based in 
Chicago and is incredibly 
excited to be working with 

First Stage for their first time! Kailey was 
last seen in Milwaukee as the title role in 
Henry V at Wisconsin Classic Stage. Other 
Wisconsin credits include Our Town, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor, The Rivals, Sense 
and Sensibility, and Love’s Labour’s Lost at 
American Players Theatre, and the title role 
in Peter Pan at Children’s Theater of 
Madison. Trans rights are human rights. 
More info at kaileyazuregreen.com.

James Carrington (he/
him), Elephant Gerald 
— James is ecstatic to be 
back at one of his favorite 
theaters in a dream play 
and role! James is an actor 

and singer based in Milwaukee and a 
graduate of UW-Madison’s Acting 
Specialist B. A. program. Some favorite 
roles include Matt in Mr. Burns: A Post 
Electric Play, Man 3 in The Ballad of Emmett 
Till, The Lion in The Wiz, William Barfèe in 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, Dun in Pipeline, Golden Thunder in 
Airness, Cuddy in Witch, The Narrator in 
Every Brilliant Thing, and most recently, 
Kenneth in Primary Trust. James has been 
fortunate to work with many Wisconsin 
theaters including: Milwaukee Chamber 
Theater, Renaissance Theaterworks, First 
Stage, Skylight Music Theatre, and 
Northern Sky Theater. Up next, James will 
be in And Then There Were None at 
Milwaukee Rep. Happy Holidays! 

BIOGRAPHIES
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Rachael Zientek (she/her), 
Piggie — Rachael is SO 
excited to be back as Piggie 
after playing her in the First 
Stage productions of 
Elephant & Piggie’s: “We 

Are In A Play!” She was recently in Disney & 
Pixar’s Finding Nemo TYA as Coral and up 
in Door County at Northern Sky Theater for 
their summer/fall season. She’ll be seen 
next in Amadeus at Skylight Music Theatre. 
Thanks for coming, and enjoy the show!

Ailie Snyder (they/them), 
Understudy for The 
Pigeon — Ailie is ecstatic to 
be returning to First Stage 
after four years! With their 
last show here in 2021 as a 

young performer, Ailie is currently in their 
final year at UW-Milwaukee earning a BFA 
in Musical Theatre with a Dance minor. 
Previous credits include: Ralphie Parker in 
A Christmas Story: The Musical (Waukesha 
Civic Theatre), Ensemble in Rent (Outskirts 
Theatre), and The Captain in Dames at Sea 
(UWM). They would like to thank their 
friends and family for their support!

Aundre Reid (he/him), 
Understudy for Elephant 
Gerald — Aundre is very 
excited to be making his 
First Stage debut! A 
Milwaukee Native, he went 

to college at American Musical and 
Dramatic Academy in New York City for 
musical theatre, then transferred to the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee to 
pursue training in Versatile Voice. You may 
have last seen him in The Wedding Singer 
(Ensemble) with Bombshell Theatre Co. or 
All Is Calm (Ensemble) with Vanguard 
Milwaukee. Aundre would like to thank his 
friends and family for the support and First 
Stage for the opportunity! 

Caroline Hansen (she/her), 
Understudy for Piggie 
— Caroline is very pleased to 
be a part of her first 
production with First Stage. 
She is new to the Milwaukee 

area, but you may have seen her in Rent 
with Outskirts Theatre Co. or Lungs with 
Vanguard Milwaukee this past year. She 
would like to thank Michelle for this 
opportunity and is extremely grateful for the 
immense love and support from her friends, 
family, and Michael. Enjoy the show!

HOTDOG CAST 

Ava Sabel (she/her), 
Zoomy Squirrel —  
Ava, a sophomore, has  
huge-mongous excitement 
for this show! Some of Ava’s 
favorite past roles include 

Gurgle in Disney & Pixar’s Finding Nemo 
TYA, Bobby in Urinetown, and Amanda in 
Matilda. She would like to thank her family 
and the cast and crew for making this a 
special holiday season! 

Jule Jordan Schloemer 
(she/her), Zappy Squirrel 
— Jule is thrilled to return to 
First Stage! She made her 
debut in Elephant & Piggie’s 
“We Are In A Play!” (Delivery 

Dog) and more recently performed in Pete 
the Cat (Elouise/Mona Lisa). She thanks her 
family and friends for all the love and 
support of her passion for musical theater!

Helen Marotta, Zoopy 
Squirrel — Helen is a 
12-year-old actor who loves 
singing, reading, drawing, 
and all things creative. She 
likes hanging out with her 

friends and sister (who is also in the play). 

BIOGRAPHIES
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Helen also enjoys playing volleyball and 
spending time in nature. She loves First 
Stage and is honored to play this part.

Eviana Gibbons, Flappy 
Squirrel — Eviana is excited 
to be back at First Stage! 
She was previously in The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(Gladys) and Disney & 

Pixar’s Finding Nemo TYA (Pearl). Favorite 
roles include Annie (Molly, Pepper), The 
Lion King (Timon, Zazu), and Spamalot 
(French Taunter). Eviana wants to thank 
First Stage for this opportunity!

Rosemary Marotta, Catchy 
Holiday Squirrel — Rosey, a 
ninth grader, is excited to 
make her First Stage debut 
this holiday season! She is 
an enthusiastic actor who 

has honed her skills at First Stage, Drama 
Jr. (Shorewood), and Second City 
(Chicago). Rosey loves writing songs and 
has performed at Girls Rock Camps in LA, 
Madison, and Milwaukee. 

Bri Donahue, Catchy 
Holiday Squirrel — Bri is 
excited to return to First 
Stage after playing an elf in 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer™: The Musical! 

Favorite roles include Lumiere (Beauty and 
The Beast Jr.), Nemo (Nemo Jr.), and Milky 
White (Into the Woods) at Creator 
Collaborative. She thanks her family and 
CC team for their support!

Savannah Carlson, Catchy 
Holiday Squirrel — 
Savannah is excited to 
reprise her role this holiday 
season! She was previously 
in Elephant and Piggie’s 

“We Are In A Play!” (Squirelle), The 

SpongeBob Musical (Perch Perkins), and 
Pete the Cat (Elouise) at First Stage. She 
was also in A Christmas Carol at Milwaukee 
Rep the last three winters.

Charlie Machata, In-
Between Squirrel — Charlie 
is a sixth-grader and is 
thrilled to join First Stage 
alongside an amazing cast 
in this world debut musical. 

He would like to thank his family for their 
constant support and the team at Creator 
Collaborative Studio for inspiring his 
passion for acting.

Valentina Vega, Defining 
Squirrel — Valentina is a fifth 
grader and thrilled to be in 
her second Mo Willems 
show at First Stage after 
playing Ice Cream Penguin 

in Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are In A Play!”. 
She was also in Rudolph The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer™: The Musical (First Stage) and A 
Christmas Carol (Milwaukee Rep).

COOKIE CAST 

Adyson Ries, Zoomy 
Squirrel — Adyson is so 
excited to make her First 
Stage debut! She’s involved 
in many productions in the 
community and at her 

school  where she is a junior. She was 
recently in Mean Girls as Janis and Portia in 
Something Rotten! Enjoy the show and 
have a happy holidays!

Juan Ramon Andrade 
Escobedo (he/him), Zappy 
Squirrel — Ramon started 
theater classes at age four. 
He instantly felt at home 
and has grown his passion 

BIOGRAPHIES
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for theater ever since. Among his favorite 
performances are Scarecrow in The Wizard 
of Oz, Bill Sikes in Oliver!, and Jimmy 
Biddle in Pete the Cat. He wants to thank 
his family and teachers.

Silvia Stoeger (she/her), 
Zoopy Squirrel — This is 
Silvia’s fifth holiday show at 
First Stage — her favorite 
was Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer™: The Musical! 

She was recently seen as Colin Craven in 
The Secret Garden at Forte Theater and 
Rusty in Footloose at Creator Collaborative. 
Next up, she’ll be in A Rockin’ Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at Skylight!

Annabelle Miller (she/
her), Flappy Squirrel 
— Annabelle is excited to be 
performing in her third First 
Stage production! Previous: 
Disney & Pixar’s Finding 

Nemo TYA (Squirt) and The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever. Other roles: Lago in Aladdin 
Kids, Peach in Finding Nemo Jr., Hazel in 
Newsies Jr., Violet Beauregarde in Willy 
Wonka Kids, and Dear Edwina Jr.!

Elise K. Fischer (she/her), 
Catchy Holiday Squirrel 
— Elise, an eighth grader, is 
thrilled to be in her third 
First Stage show! She wants 
to thank the Creator 

Collaborative Studio for teaching her 
important lessons in singing, dancing, and 
acting to tell stories. Never has a day come 
in Elise’s life that isn’t filled with the magic 
of musical theater!

Fred Jones-Hartwig  
(she/her), Catchy Holiday 
Squirrel — Fred is excited to 
make her First Stage debut! 
Fred is a junior in high 
school. Some shows she 

have been in include A Chorus Line at her 
school and Newsies Jr. at Fall Patio Players 
as well as many others. She hopes you 
enjoy the show!

Lis Rodriguez (she/her), 
Catchy Holiday Squirrel 
— Lis, a freshman, is grateful 
to be apart of First Stage 
this season. Lis was last 
seen in First Stage’s 

Esperanza Rising. Outside of theater, Lis 
enjoys photography, music, and hanging 
out with the people she cares about.

Alice Nguyen (she/her), 
In-Between Squirrel 
— Alice is thrilled to return 
to First Stage for her third 
holiday show! She has also 
appeared in Frozen Jr. with 

Bombshell Theatre Co. and Fiddler on the 
Roof with Skylight Music Theater. Offstage, 
ten-year-old Alice is the student council 
president. She enjoys writing, playing 
percussion, and crafting. 

Jillian Vogedes (she/her), 
Defining Squirrel — Jillian, 
a sixth grader, is thrilled to 
be returning First Stage! 
Favorite roles include: Olive 
Biddle in Pete The Cat and 

Ice Cream Penguin in Elephant & Piggie’s 
“We Are In A Play!” at First Stage; Nipper in 
Oliver! and Student Ensemble & Summer 
Hathaway (u/s) in School of Rock: The 
Musical at Skylight Music Theater.

BIOGRAPHIES
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Milwaukee | Bay View | Wauwatosa | Mequon
outpost.coop | @outpostnaturalfoods

4 Neighborhood Locations

FILL 
STOCKINGS 
and BELLIES 
THIS YEAR.

2445 N. Farwell Avenue
414.964.2323

Tuesday thru Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12 - 3  (during the holidays)

littlemonstersmilwaukee.com

•    Milwaukee Repertory Theater
• Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
• Florentine Opera Company
• Milwaukee Ballet 
• Broadway at the Marcus Center
• Skylight Music Theatre
• Sharon Lynne Wilson Center
• First Stage

For advertising information :  

Scott Howland
Director of Sales and Marketing 

414.469.7779
scott.encore@att.net

ENCORE
P L A Y B I L L S

This Program Provided 
to First Stage by
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Bonjour! Make a great choice for your child’s education! Enroll 
now for K4/K5 and Gr. 1. Seats fill quickly for Fall 2022.

Milwaukee French Immersion School (MFIS) is one of the 
top schools in MPS — and the only school in the city to offer 
immersion in French. Students enter the immersion program 
in K4/K5 or Grade 1, and all instruction is in French. English 
reading and writing begins in Grade 2. Most other subjects are 
taught in French through Grade 5. Students become fluent in 
French with many continuing language immersion at Milwaukee 
School of Languages (Gr. 6–12).

] Safe and Positive – Teachers and families work together!
]  Why French?  French is the most frequently learned second 

language in the world, after English.  
]  Internationally-recognized! MFIS has earned the prestigious 

LabelFrancEducation status for immersion excellence.
]  Diverse! Many cultures comprise the school community.
] Great leadership, collaboration and instructional team.
]   Free transportation (1-mile walk zone), no tuition
]  Before- and after-school camp with activities and homework 

help from 7 – 9:00 a.m. and 4 – 6:00 p.m. 

Call (414) 874-8400 to schedule a tour and enroll.

5225 W. Vliet Street
P.O. Box 2181

Milwaukee, WI 53201-2181

Milwaukee French Immersion School
2360 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, WI 53210  •  mpsmke.com/mfis

K4 – Gr. 5 • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. • 140@milwaukee.k12.wi.us

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Milwaukee, WI

Permit No. 3240

MPS_MFIS_Mktg PostCards_8.5x5.5_1121 V2.indd   2 11/4/21   1:39 PM
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]  Learning another language through the immersion model is 
a great way to expand knowledge, increase vocabulary and 
strengthen academic/communication skills — and develop an 
appreciation for other cultures too.

]  MFIS earned the prestigious 
LabelFrancEducation status from the French 
government for exemplary education in the 
immersion language program.

]   Transportation and before-school (7–8:45 AM)  
and after-school (4–6:00 PM) care is available.

]   We offer art, music, physical education, dance, instrument 
lessons, theater and more!

Why French?  French is the most frequently learned 
second language in the world, after English. More 
than 220 million people speak French on five 
continents. French is the official language of 29 
independent nations. The ability to speak French 
and English can be a career advantage.

Say Oui! to

Bonjour!  Learn about our program — we are now 
enrolling K4/K5 and Gr. 1 students. 
Call (414) 874-8400 to schedule a tour.

mpsmke.com/Enroll

Bonjour! Make a great choice for your child’s education. 
Call for a tour today! We enroll for K4, K5, and 1st grade.

CALL OR CLICK  414-291-7605  |  MSO.ORG
BRADLEY SYMPHONY CENTER 212 WEST WISCONSIN AVENUE, MILWAUKEE, WI 53203

EXPERIENCE

AT THE SYMPHONY

HolidayMagic

Dec 13 at 2:30pm & 7:30pm | Dec 14 at 2:30pm
Dec 19 at 7:30pm | Dec 20 at 2:30pm & 7:30pm
Dec 21 at 2:30pm

D
EC 13-14, 19-21

HOMETOWN Holiday Pops
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Mo Willems — Mo Willems is all 
about letting imaginations run wild. 
He is the beloved artist and author 
behind #1 New York Times 
bestselling and Caldecott 
Honors-awarded picture books like 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! and the Knuffle 
Bunny series. His celebrated Elephant & Piggie 
early reader series has earned him two Theodor 
Seuss Geisel Awards and five Geisel Honors. Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! was the inaugural 
inductee into the Picture Book Hall of Fame. And, 
in 2023, Mo was the recipient of an Eisner Award 
for his book, The Pigeon Will Ride the Roller 
Coaster!Mo has published more than 70 children’s 
books — more than 50 of them New York Times 
bestselling titles — in 26 foreign language 
translations. In addition to his literary awards, Mo 
has won six Emmy Awards for his writing on 
Sesame Street, where he began his remarkable 
career. Mo also has created three television 
specials, six animated series, seven musical 
adaptations, five licensed theater productions, and 
three touring exhibits. Over the last decade, he has 
become the most produced playwright of Theatre 
for Young Audiences in the U.S., having written or 
co-written four musicals based on his books. Mo 
loves playing in new sandboxes. He regularly 
collaborates with other globally renowned artists 
and organizations to create bright and innovative 
new works in the worlds of classical music, opera, 
comedy concerts, dance, painting, and digital 
content. Mo’s art has been exhibited around the 
world, including in major solo retrospectives at the 
High Museum of Art in Atlanta and at The New 
York Historical. In 2023, Mo co-founded the 
Hidden Pigeon Company to extend the reach of 
his beloved characters and stories across multiple 
platforms. Mo Willems is a former child.

Adam Tobin — Adam Tobin is 
thrilled to work with Mo Willems on 
realizing his beloved characters 
and to partner again with Deborah 
Wicks La Puma. Previously with 
Wicks La Puma, Tobin wrote the 

script and lyrics of She Persisted: the Musical 
based on Chelsea Clinton’s book (Bay Area 
Children’s Theater, Atlantic for Kids), which was a 
New York Times Critic’s Pick, as well as She 
Persisted Jr (iTheatrics) and The Velveteen Rabbit 
(Palo Alto Children’s Theatre). Tobin is a Senior 
Lecturer teaching screenwriting at Stanford 
University; he lives with his “business person” wife 
Amy and their two charmingly skeptical teens. 

Deborah Wicks La Puma 
— Composer, Arranger, and 
Orchestrator Deborah Wicks La 
Puma is one of the most produced 
Theatre for Young Audiences artists 
working today, and a recipient of 

the Harold Oaks Award for Sustained Excellent in 
TYA. Some of her most popular musicals include 
Ella Enchanted (based on the book by Gail Carson 
Levine), Oliverio: A Brazilian Twist, and Einstein Is 
A Dummy with playwright Karen Zacarías, and the 
off-broadway hit She Persisted (based on the 
book by Chelsea Clinton) with playwright Adam 
Tobin. Deborah has created three musicals with 
bestselling children’s author Mo Willems: 
Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are In A Play”; Naked 
Mole Rat Gets Dressed: The Rock Experience and 
Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive The Bus: The Musical. 
On the small screen, she has worked with Willems 
on the adaptation of Naked Mole Rat Gets 
Dressed: The Underground Rock Experience 
(released 2022 on HBOmax), and the upcoming 
animated series Unlimited Squirrels. A proud 
Mexican-American and “Navy brat” who grew up 
in Brazil, Portugal and California, La Puma is a 
member of TYA/USA, ASCAP and The Dramatists 
Guild. Mother to three daughters and Mimi the 
Cat, La Puma lives in Southern California with her 
PR agent and loving husband, Chris.

Megan Alrutz — Megan Alrutz is an 
artist, educator, dramaturg, and 
scholar with over 20 years of 
experience in theatre, media, and 
interdisciplinary performance for 
youth and families. She has directed 

and created several nationally recognized theatre 
pieces and interactive installations, with a special 
focus in theatre for the very young, experimental, 
and community-engaged performance projects, 
and visually dynamic staging. Megan is a long-time 
collaborator of author/illustrator Mo Willems, 
working as producer, dramaturg, and/or director 
on his musicals, interactive engagements, museum 
exhibits, television and film. She is professor and 
associate chair of Theatre & Dance at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Megan is a 
co-founder of the Performing Justice Project and 
the Center for Imagining and Performing Justice. 
She has authored/co-authored three books that 
dance at the intersections of theory and practice: 
Devising Critically Engaged Theatre with Youth: 
the Performing Justice Project; Digital Storytelling, 
Applied Theatre, & Youth; and Playing with Theory 
in Theatre Practice.

MEET THE WRITING TEAM
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Sammy Brown, Director of Production  
— Sammy is elated to continue their First Stage 
journey after joining as Director of Production 
last season. Sammy has served as a Production 
Manager, AEA Stage Manager, and Event 
Coordinator with organizations nationwide, 
including (selected credits): Baltimore Center 
Stage (Mexodus), Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
(Shakespeare in the Parks, Six), the Los Angeles 
Actors’ Fund, Theatre SilCo (Constellations), Mill 
Mountain Theatre (A Chorus Line), Norwegian 
Cruise Line (Swing!, Blazin’ Boots), South Coast 
Repertory (Madwoman in a Volvo), the New York 
Musical Theatre Festival (Summer Valley Fair), and 
Williamstown Theatre Festival. MFA; University of 
California, Irvine. BS; University of Evansville.

Pat LoRicco (he/him), Technical Director — 
Pat is thrilled be with First Sage for his second 
season, and to continue his work to help support 
and grow First Stag’s mission. Pat recently earned 
his MFA in Technical Direction from West Virginia 
University, where he was the Technical Director 
for shows such as Ride the Cyclone, Measure 
For Measure, The Skriker, and Sweet Charity. 
He has also worked as the Technical Director at 
West Virginia Public Theatre (WV) for Sherlock 
Holmes and The Mountaintop, and as the Scenic 
Designer for Midland Center for the Arts (MI) 
productions of Newsies and Rock Of Ages.

Juliana Gessner (they/them), Scenic Charge 
Artist — Juliana joined First Stage this August as 
Scenic Charge Artisan, and is excited to be back 
in Milwaukee where they grew up. Juliana was 
previously the Scenic Charge at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, and is also a freelance 
Scenic Designer with recent credits including 
The Marriage of Figaro, Songbird (UW-Madison’s 
University Opera), Dance Nation, Joe Turner’s 
Come and Gone, and Orlando (UW-Madison’s 
University Theatre).

Olivia Bastien (she/her), Properties Artisan 
— Olivia Bastien is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin – Stevens Point, earning a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Theatre Design and Technology. 
This is her third season as Properties Artisan at 
First Stage. Credits include Properties Designer 
for Witch, Tidy, Cost of Living (Renaissance 
Theaterworks); A Moon for the Misbegotten, 
Laughs in Spanish (Milwaukee Chamber Theatre); 
Hello, Dolly!, Fellow Travelers, Once Upon A 
Mattress (Seagle Festival).

Jenny Thurnau (she/her), Costume Shop 
Manager — Jenny is excited for another season 
with First Stage. She has worked previously 

in various roles at Milwaukee Repertory 
Theater, American Players Theater, and Eastern 
Washington University, among others. Jenny 
received her M.F.A. in Costume Design from 
Western Illinois University.

Lyndsey Kuhlmann (she/her),  
Cutter/Draper — Lyndsey is in her 17th season 
as the Cutter/Draper in the costume shop. As 
Cutter/Draper, she helps bring the Costume 
Designer’s vision to life by creating the patterns 
and process for built garments, conducting 
fittings, and seeing that all costumes are 
completed on time. She holds a Masters of Fine 
Arts in Costume Technology from Ohio University.

Michelle Verbos (she/her), First Hand — 
Michelle is joining us for her 16th season as First 
Hand. Her main duties are to assist the Cutter/
Draper with cutting out and constructing the 
costumes and performing alterations. She is the 
Costume Coordinator for our Young Company 
and has been the Costume Designer for several 
shows during her time here at First Stage as well 
as the annual Winter/Spring musical at Nicolet  
High School.

Kasey Brown (she/her), Costume Crafts Artisan 
— This is Kasey’s first season at First Stage! 
Originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan, she 
holds a BFA from Western Michigan University 
and a Masters in costume design from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. As the Costume 
Crafts Artisan, she works in the costume shop 
and helps to create all the costume pieces that 
aren’t traditionally sewn such as hats and other 
accessories! She also continues to work as a 
freelance costume designer.

Alexa Farrell (she/her), Wardrobe Supervisor 
— Alexa is thrilled to be joining the First Stage 
company. Previous costume credits include, 
Annie, Grease, The Addams Family, et al. Being 
part of the theatre community has given her 
many opportunities such as coaching individuals 
for audition prep, directing, acting and 
designing. Theatre is important now more than 
ever. Thank you for supporting the arts.

Kalyn Diercks (she/her), Wardrobe Assistant 
— Kalyn is excited to be returning as First Stage’s 
Wardrobe Assistant. During show runs she can 
be found backstage making sure everyone looks 
their best: helping actors to get dressed, running 
quick changes, and maintaining all of the costume 
pieces you see onstage. In between shows, she 
works in the Costume Shop altering, building, and 
organizing costumes for the next production.

BIOGRAPHIES
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WHO SAID IT?

PRE-SHOW 
QUESTIONS

POST-SHOW 
QUESTIONS

1.	 “Since you got all dressed up and 
came all this way and sat in your 
seats I think it’s a good time to ask: 
CAN I DRIVE THE BUS?!”

2.	 “Skepcurious. Not a word, but  
you get it.”

3.	 “Paper! A lot of paper! I love 
paper! It is one of my three favorite 
things from trees along with 
mangoes and something else!”

4.	 “What if everything is perfect and 
shiny and perfectly shiny?

5.	 “Huh. Sounds like you’re in 
between a mountain and a mole 
hill. That’s kinda the sweet spot. 
In-between.”

6.	 “I made a big, dramatic off-stage 
intercontinental journey to seize 
my fate, to make the future the 
PRESENT... and what do I have to 
show for it?!”

7.	 “It seems we are at an impasse.”

8.	 “Two presents! And two is exactly 
seven times bigger than one!”

1.	 The Pigeon Gets a Big Time Holiday 
Extravaganza! is based on The Pigeon, 
Elephant and Piggie, and Unlimited 
Squirrels books by Mo Willems. Which Mo 
Willems character is your favorite? Why?

2.	 Elephant Gerald, Piggie, The Pigeon, 
and the Squirrels are getting ready for 
the holidays. What holidays do you 
celebrate? How does your family get 
ready for the holidays? What holiday 
traditions does your family have?

3.	 Elephant Gerald and Piggie are bestus 
best friends, and they love to play 
together. What are some things you like 
to do with your friends?

1.	 The Pigeon has big feelings and gets 
frustrated and angry sometimes. What do 
you do when you have big feelings? What 
makes you feel frustrated and angry?

2.	 Elephant Gerald and Piggie are trying 
to find the best holiday present for each 
other. If you were getting a present for 
your bestus best friend, what would you 
get them? Why?

3.	 The Pigeon travels all the way to the North 
Pole because he wants to drive Santa’s 
sleigh. Have you ever traveled far from 
home? Where did you go?

WHO SAID IT ANSWER KEY:  1. The Pigeon  2. Defining Squirrel  3. Gerald   
4. Piggie  5. In-Between Squirrel  6. The Pigeon  7. Gerald  8. The Pigeon
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WE ARE EXCITED TO ADVENTURE  
INTO A WORLD OF WONDER AS A 

PROUD SEASON SPONSOR!

By learning life skills through stage skills, young people 
and their families unlock creativity, build confidence, and 

discover the wonder of  storytelling.

Thank you to our fellow supporters for joining First Stage 
on this season’s unforgettable adventure.

PHOTO BY
PAUL RUFFOLO  
PHOTOGRAPHY



Gifts listed as of 
October 14, 2025

VISIONARY 
($100,000+)

The Burke Foundation
Scott and Lynn Molitor 

Charitable Foundation
The Shubert Foundation, 

Inc.
United Performing Arts 

Fund

SPOTLIGHT  
($50,000–$100,000)

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
The Frank Family
Herzfeld Foundation
Partnership For The Arts 

And Humanities

MARQUEE  
($20,000-$50,000)

Ascendium Education 
Group, Inc.

Associated Bank
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation 
   Richard and Joy 
   Teschner Fund

Johnson Controls 
Foundation

Kathleen Kingsbury
Nicholas Family 

Foundation
Melitta S. and Joan M. 

Pick Charitable Trust
PNC Foundation
Reinhart Boerner Van 

Deuren S.C.
Rev Group Corporate
The Severson Family

GOODMAN  
($10,000–$20,000)

Anonymous
Arzbaecher Family 

Foundation
Astor Street Foundation
Bob Balderson
Burmester Charitable 

Trust
The Corry Family
Ellen and Seth Dizard
Forest County 

Potawatomi Community
The Guy Family
Jewish Community 

Foundation of the 
Milwaukee Jewish 
Federation

Milwaukee Arts Board
Anthony Petullo 

Foundation

Nancy Pinter and Max 
Samson

Stackner Family 
Foundation

Bert L. and Patricia S. 
Steigleder Charitable 
Trust

We Energies Foundation
Wisconsin Arts Board

IMPRESARIO  
($5,000–$10,000)

Anonymous
A.O. Smith Foundation
Mike Carter
Caryn and Jim Esten
Ralph Evinrude 

Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation  
   Bernard J. and Marie  
   E. Weiss Fund

William N. and Janice 
V. Godfrey Family 
Foundation Trust

Jerome J. and Dorothy H. 
Holz Family Foundation

Hunt Family Foundation
Les Paul Foundation
Justin and Dani Machata
Christine A. Symchych 

and James P. McNulty
Courtenay Kessler and 

Jack Miller
Milwaukee County Arts 

Fund (CAMPAC)
James Nelsen
Laura and Al Orr
Jane B. Pettit Foundation
Susan and Jeffrey 

Schouten
Lisa and Dave Stamm
Weyco Group
Wispact Foundation
Ashley and Steven 

Wroblewski

PRODUCER  
($2,500–$5,000)

Artisan Partners Limited 
Partnership

Leif and Ashley Bergquist
Beechwood Sales & 

Service
Marilynn Bianco
Alexis and Brad Dahmer
Martha Gienke
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation 
   Dyar Fund

Green Bay Packers 
Foundation

Heil Family Foundation

Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Marc Bernhardt and 

Laura Koritsoglou
Camille A. Lonstorf Trust
Katie and Justin Mertz
Melissa and Eric Nelsen
Charles D. Ortgiesen 

Foundation
Pfrang Family Fund
Pieper Electric, Inc. / Ideal 

Mechanical
Corrie and David 

Prunuske
Rotary Club of Milwaukee
Sheehan Family 

Foundation
Shantanu and Amanda 

Singh
Jana and Jeff Spence
Stanley Black & Decker
Deanna and Eric Tillisch

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
($1,000–$2,500)

Anonymous
Nancy and Tom Backes
Carla and Burt Bartlett
Tom and Sally Basting
Susie Bauer
Angela and Steve Beckert
Elizabeth and Jeff Billings
Teresa Blum
Bob’s Cares
The Botting Family
Brewers Community 

Foundation, Inc.
Sally and David 

Cartwright
Timothy and Sue 

Frautschi
Carol and Bill Gehl
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation  
   Kopmeier Family Fund

Amy and Darren 
Goldstein

Ian and Kristine Gonzalez
Greater Milwaukee 

Association of Realtors 
Youth Foundation

Hawthorne Builders, LLC
Evan and Marion Helfaer 

Foundation
James Herrick
Michael F. Hupy
Mary and Alex Kramer
Andy Larson
Nicole and Eric Maassen
Ray and Dawne Manista
Mary Jo and Guy 

McDonald

Cassidy MacVicar and  
C. McManus

Jennifer Mell
Caitlin Mullane
Molly Mulroy
Anne L. and Chris B. 

Noyes
David Olson
Amy and Jason Parry
Clare M. Peters 

Charitable Trust
Gene and Ruth Posner 

Foundation, Inc.
Greg and Kara Ramirez
Mindy and Brent Sullivan
Ben and Anne Swoboda
Bob and Lenore 

Swoboda
Techtmann Family
Gina and Mike Thill
The Tobiczyk Family
Alia and Dave Vasquez
Lee-Ann and Adam 

Wiensch
Michael Franks and Julie 

Wojcik

DIRECTOR  
($500–$1,000)

Stanton Abramson
Jeffrey and Angelica 

Aldred
Alicia
Janis and William 

Annesley
Karen Arbit
Jayne Ayers
Baird Foundation
Donna and Donald 

Baumgartner
Rachel Blackwood
Jon and MaryBeth 

Botting
Marty and Leslie Brooks
Angela Burke
Erin Harris and David 

Carr
Lisa and Aaron Cross
Katherine and Matt 

Damon
Doerfer Family
Tracy Donahue
Lynn and Dan Drea
Peter and Rachel  

Eash-Scott
Jeff and Kelly 

Fitzsimmons
Marion Frank
Kristin and Alec Fraser
Marguerite and Patrick 

Hammes
Angela Harris

DONORS
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Katie Heil
Sandy and Bob Herman
The Hirano Family
Amanda Hoffman
Patricio Iligaray
Steve and Amanda Kilian
Barbara Klein
Tara and Eric  Lagerman
LUMW Foundation
Barry and Julie 

Mainwood
Lynn Malec
Markel Corporation
Greg and Nicki Miller
Hai Molinaro
Claudia and Joseph Moll
Deb and Paul Moody
Marcia Moore
Michael Dean Morgan
Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation
Tim Ottman, Stephanie 

Stearns, and Natalie 
Ottman

Lorraine Pagel and 
Robert Buskirk

Catherine and Willy 
Porter

Joy Reesman
Lynn M. Rix
Thomas and Sonia 

Rosenthal
Catherine Rothacker
Erik and Laura Schroeder
Bill Silberzahn
Marcy & Ken Stanczyk, a 

Donor Advised fund of 
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

Megan Hawley Steinfeld
Timothy Stewart
Scott Stiverson
Molly Rhode, Chase and 

Silvia Stoeger
John and Shannon Stoker
Kristen and Steve Thomas
Elizabeth A. Uihlein
Usinger Foundation
Adam Vanderleest
Margie L. Vehrenkamp

PLAYWRIGHT  
($250–$500)

Actors’ Equity 
Foundation, Inc.

Laurie Baker
Mark and Karen Bitzan
Judy and Larry Britton
Sammy Brown
Jennifer and John 

Burfeind
Kathleen M. Burke
Mark and Linda Carlson

Eamon Carroll
Jane and Stephen 

Chernof
CMMD
Julie and Mark Darnieder
Max and Carley Davis
Drewa Family
Jack and Debra Felkey
Patrick Forrer
Craig Glarneau
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation 
   Alian Farnham Fund 
   James S Berkes and  
      Mary Beth Pieprzyca  
      Berkes Fund

Gail Gulliksen
David and Margarete 

Harvey
Karin Suesser and  

Joe Hatcher
Brinn Hill
Sarah Horn
The Kalenak Family
Thomas Karnes
Liz and Todd Krieg
The Lantz Family
Ruth and Todd Laszewski
David Lee
Emily Leick
Darrin Leiviska
Mary Ann and David 

Lillich
Patricia Lombardo
Sarah Maio
Megan and Gregory 

Maxwell
Laura McKinnis
Stacey P Meyer
Sara and Howard Miller
Mueller Communications
Pat O
Susie Obst
Jerry Pfeifer
Connie and Tom Pire
Shaun E. Pugh
S&P Global
Julie and Michael Sadoff
Aycha Sawa
Susan and Michael Schall
Chyloe Scherman
Patrick G. H. Schley
Jake Spence
Keri Sarajian, Rick Stratton 

and Family
Christine, Todd, Tyson, 

Leila, Charlotte, and 
Isabelle Townsend

Maclovio and Emily Vega
Robyn and Jim Vining
Sydney and Erik 

Waisanen

Julie and Daryl Webb
Katie and Jason Weeks
Lynn and Chad Winston

STAR ($250–$100)
Anonymous (5)
Cynthia and Kevin Albers
Olivia Allen
Kathy and Tom Alpren
Demetria Anderson
Ray and Janet Baker
Janet Bashirian
Sharon and Paul Baxter
Loredana Belin
John Blakeley
Shirley Bloomquist
Reid Broda and Jennifer 

Quinn Broda
Jennifer Brooks
Beverly Brown
Marybeth Budisch
Dane Button
Alyx Campbell Park
Jeffrey and McKenzie 

Campbell
Tina Campbell
Carolyn Chybowski
Christina Metrailer and 

Doug Cigliana
Kelly Conway
Tom Cooper
Craig H.S. 1983
Francesca Kempfer and 

Glenn Czerwinski Family
Bryna Goeckner and 

Darren Davis
Lisa and Chris 

Dresselhuys
Rob and Melissa DuBois
Erin and Patrick Elliott
Mariana Escobedo
Eta
Sarah Marx Feldner
Amanda J Felkey
Bob Ferriday
Dr. Michael Fetherston
Heidi Feurig
Holly and Mark 

Filmanowicz
Susan and Joseph Flood
Brad and Karla Folkert
Cheryl Franch
Marsha Huff and James 

Fretty
Paul Gagne
Howard Goldstein
Grandma Jean
Grandma Schmitz
Ginny Gribble
Mike Guth
Linda H.
Susan H.

Mary Haas
Ted Haley
Colleen and John 

Haubner
Tara Haywood and family
Beth Heidorn
Steve and Therese Heller
Arlene Hirano
Honey
Elizabeth Jablonski
Bruce and Carla Johnson
Donelle Johnson
Naudia Jonassaint
Colin Jorgenson and 

Jacque Jurewicz
Mandy Kastner
Andrea Klohn
Sarah Ford and Randall 

Klumb
Frank Krejci
Jeanne and Bruce Kress
Dani Kuepper
The Landis Family
Gladys LaBoy
Kimberly Laczniak
Alysandra and David Lal
Jim and Teri Larson
Annie Lincoln
Alyson and Aaron 

Lippman
Michelle LoRicco
Michele and Van Luu
Jeffrey Maassen
Julia and David 

Magnasco
Joseph and Diane 

Marchiando
Cassie and Kevin 

McCauley
Anna McChain
Coco and Kooz McGemi
Steve and Rebecca 

McNeilly
Elizabeth Mengo
Jill and David Meyers
Bobby and Jay Miller
Earnestine Mitchell
Dan and Kathy Moen
Kathryn Montgomery
Marilyn Morrissey
Mr. Mark W. Morrow
Cheryl Nazario
David Nestingen
Bob Norman
The Nowacek Family
Bob Onorato
Mary Ann Onorato
Jay and Lynn Packard
Barbara and Patrick 

Patterson
Brad and Nicole Peter
Sally and Craig Plain

DONORS
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Mary Pat Pluta
Lisa and Dan Pokrzywa
Wendy Pribbanow
Margaret Ptacek
Olivia Puerta
Bunny Raasch-Hooten
The Raines Family
John and Judy Randall
Terry Ratliff
Betsy Reuteman
Sherrill Revolinski
Michelle Lopez-Rios and 

Alvaro Saar Rios
Susan Rodriguez
Susan Sajdak
Daniel Schley
Imy Schley
Fallon Schloemer
Ricky Schmid
Kate and Steve Schmitt
Ruth and Ron Schoenike
Brad Schuler
Theodore R. Schulte
Constance and Robert 

Sigrist
Slawinski Family
Maggie Corry Steinbach 

and Aaron Steinbach
Kathleen Strattner
Timothy Strattner
Michaela and Daryl 

Stuermer
Susan and Rick Sucharda
Sophia Thomure
Jenny Thurnau
Joyce and Charles Tiber
TNBN
Tojo
Jenny Toutant
Peter and Anne Traudt
LN Tyars
Uncle Ben, Aunt Jen, 

Hannah, Lillian and 
Dennis

Deborah Unger
Lynn Van Roo
Mary and Jose Vasquez
Aina Vilumsons
Rachel Vogedes
Kirk and Amy Westfahl
Kim and Del Wilson
Leslie Windham
Cathy and Tom Wood
Yvonne

HONORARIUMS
In honor of Abbie 

YiaYia and Great Day
In honor of Sally 

Cartwright 
Melissa Metzler and  
   Mark Colin

In memory of Mary Casey 
Brennan  
Nola and Brian Brennan

In honor of Matt Daniels 
Marc Daniels

In honor of Maryn Davis, 
Rudolph cast 2024 
Don and Chris Daiker

In memory of Erica Davis 
Dr. and Mrs. James  
   H. Davis 
Marsha and Scott  
   Godfrey

In memory of Otto  
Frank, Jr. 
Deanna Frank

In honor of Jeff Frank  
Cathy and Mario  
   Costantini 
Mark and Kathy Kindler 
Molly Rhode, Chase and  
   Silvia Stoeger 
Melissa and Patrick  
   Horne

In honor of Jeff and Sarah 
Hunt-Frank 
The Corry Family

In memory of Karen 
Goodwin  
Patty Dugan

In honor of Rob Goodman 
and Jeff Frank 
Mary Sprague

In memory of Judy 
Gotland 
Brian and Kristen  
   Monday

In honor of Gorden 
Hedahl 
Scott DeBroux

In honor of Phyllis Hunt 
David Flores

In memory of Diane and 
Maurice Hunt 
Anonymous

In honor of Kieler and 
Rhodeman families 
Robert and Diane Scott

In honor and memory of 
Marina Krejci 
Anonymous 
Robert and Elisa 
Spungen Bildner 
Beth and Jack Buresh 
George & Maria  
   Cantonis & Family 
Elyse and B.J. Cohn 
Theresa and Deryl Dew 
Edelweiss Cruises 
Michael Eiseman 
Beth Eiseman 

Karyn and Bill Elliott 
Tom and Marcia  
   Flanagan 
Debby and Jeff Fox 
Thomas Gill 
Rob and Mary  
   Goodman 
Mark and Joan Grzesiak 
Brad and Meg Grzesiak  
   and family 
Mary Beth Harkness 
Mike & Carrie Hiller  
   and family 
Susie and John Kane 
Mary and Ted Kellner 
Emily and Christopher  
   Landry 
Erin Shiely Mathew 
The McElgunn Family 
Paul and Carol McInerny 
Michael and Sue Miller 
Milwaukee  
   Development  
   Corporation 
Monroe Family 
Kate and Kenneth Muth 
Terry and Sue O’Neill 
H. Nicholas and Joyce  
   Pabst 
Wendy Pedowitz 
Amanda and Andrew  
   Pelisek 
Friends, Dr.’s M and M  
   Polczynski 
Jay and Caroline  
   Robertson 
Richard and Michele  
   Seesel 
Beth Mone’ Children’s  
   Shoppe 
Margaret Trumbull 
John and Jean Voight  
   and Family

In honor of Lucy and 
Maura Kuhnen-Grooms 
Cynthia Robak

In honor of Lauren 
Pagenkopf  
Kathy Ledvina

In honor of Margaret 
Ellen Pedrick 
Debra and Michael 
Watton

In honor of Max and 
Georgina Pink  
Anonymous

In memory of Tony Sohm  
Margaret Sohm

In honor of Josie and 
Marko Van Slyke 
Diana Van Slyke

In memory of Carole 
Wiese 
Anonymous

In memory of Jack Forbes 
Wilson 
The Marn Family

In memory of Scott Witz 
Annaliese Witz

MONTHLY GIVING
Anonymous
Carole Alt
Elizabeth and Ricky 

Anderson
Leif and Ashley Bergquist
Kennedi Chapman
Kelly Conway
The Corry Family
Lisa and Chris 

Dresselhuys
Drewa Family
Sarah K. Horn
Melissa and Patrick Horne
Stephen Lynch
Lynn Malec
The Meier Family
Jill and David Meyers
Deb and Paul Moody
Lorraine Pagel and 

Robert Buskirk
Shaun E. Pugh
Maggie Corry Steinbach 

and Aaron Steinbach
Techtmann Family
Kerri Warner
Ashley and Steven 

Wroblewski

DONORS

MAKE 
A GIFT BY 

DEC 31

www.firststage.org
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ONE GIFT. REGIONAL IMPACT.
UPAF is the best way to make the biggest impact on the performing arts in 

Southeastern Wisconsin. With one gift, you directly support 14 Member Groups 
and numerous A�liates bringing the magic of music, dance and theater to life.

PLAY YOUR PART
AND DONATE TODAY
UPAF.ORG/DONATE



Artistic
Associate Artistic Director, Michelle LoRicco
Director of Artistic Inclusion & Community Engagement, 

Samantha Montgomery
Artistic Associate, Sheri Williams Pannell
Resident Playwrights, Alice Austen, James DeVita,  

Alvaro Saar Rios

Production
Director of Production, Sammy Brown
Production Stage Manager, Kelly L. Schwartz*
Technical Director, Pat LoRicco
Scenic Carpenter, Tony Roman
Scenic Charge Artist, Juli Gessner
Properties Director, Nicki Kulas
Properties Artisan, Olivia Bastien
Costume Shop Manager, Jenny Thurnau
Cutter/Draper, Lyndsey Kuhlmann
First Hand, Michelle Verbos
Costume Crafts Artisan, Kasey Brown
Wardrobe Supervisor, Alexa Farrell
Wardrobe Assistant, Kalyn Diercks
Audio Engineer/Deck Carpenter, Matt Whitmore
Head Electrician, Mandy Leigh Montanye
Associate Artist, Josh Schmidt, USA
Associate Artist, Jason Fassl, USA

Theater Academy
Director of Young Company, Michelle LoRicco
Academy Director, J.T. Backes
Academy Manager, Christopher Orth
K-4 & Next Steps Manager, Hannah Esch

Theater in Education
Education Director, Brinn Hill
Lead Teachers, Caitlyn Nettesheim, Zoe Osk

Administration
Director of Finance & Administration, Kate Schmitt
Finance & Administration Analyst, Leah Dueno

Advancement
Director of Advancement & Strategy, Jonathan Jackson
Associate Director of Development, Elizabeth Anderson
Creative Director, Andrea Klohn
Advancement Operations Director, Kerri Warner
Strategic Partnerships Manager, Maddy Corson
Grant Manager, Abi Michalski
Marketing Associate, Galiya Byrne
Patron Services Manager, Jim Wnuczek
Assistant Patron Services Manager, Clare Kuhnen
Front of House Operations Manager, Rachael Sieminski

Executive Committee
Jeff Spence, President
Scott Stiverson, Treasurer
Ellen Basting Dizard, Secretary
Tim Lantz
Christine Bestor-Townsend

Board of Directors
Leif Bergquist
Colleen Botting
Sally Cartwright
Alexis Dahmer
Ian Gonzalez
Danielle Machata
Gwen Madson, 

Student Representative
Julia Magnasco
Daniel Maloney
Justin Mertz 
Jack Miller
Annaliese Schaefer, 

Student Representative
Shantanu Singh
Jeremy Tardy
Ashley Wroblewski

Senior Advisory Council
Betsy Corry
Caryn Esten
Alexander P. Fraser
Alex Kramer
Marina Krejci (in memoriam)
Anthony Petullo
Kristin Severson

Jeff Frank, Executive Artistic Director
Rob Goodman, Founder

Todd Wehr Theater
Marcus Performing Arts Center
121 E State Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Goodman Mainstage Hall
Milwaukee Youth Arts Center
325 W. Walnut Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

General: (414) 267-2929
Box Office: (414) 267-2966
Academy: (414) 267-2970
Education: (414) 267-2978




