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I am going to see a First Stage show  
at the Todd Wehr Theater.

In partnership with

I am going to see the show with

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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They are called actors. They can see and hear me too.   
I can’t turn the channel or turn the volume up and down.

Watching a play is like watching TV or a movie, 
except people are on stage in front of us.
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A play is made up of many interesting things. 

Costumes

Sound

Scenery

Lighting
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When we arrive at the theater, we will probably 
have to climb some stairs. There are stairs 

outside the building, and inside the building.

We may need to wait in line to scan our tickets.

When we are waiting, I can stay with  
my family or teacher.
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An usher will help us find our seats.

We will enter the theater and  
find our seats.

There are bathrooms in the lobby.  
If I need to, I can use the bathroom  

before we go to our seats.
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Someone will show us where to sit.

The audience area is for all of us.

The stage is for the actors only. 
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When I am in the theater waiting  
for the show to start:

1.  I can talk to my family or friends.
2.  I can take a short break in the lobby.
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There will be a lot of people in theater  
and it may get noisy.

If it gets too loud:
1.  I can bring headphones if I want.
2.  I can put my hands over my ears.
3.  I can leave the room and take a  

short break in the lobby. 

 
I can come back when I am ready.
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During the show: 
1.  I can watch and listen to the actors quietly.

2.  I can applaud if I like something.
3.  I can hold things in my hand that make  

me feel comfortable.
  

If I need to talk:
1.  I can talk quietly to my family.

2.  I can write down what I want to say.
3.  I can leave the room.
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After the show there will be a “talkback.”
The talkback is a chance for  

me to ask questions.
1.  I will raise my hand to show that  

I want to ask a question.
2.  I will wait for the leader to call on  

me to ask my question.
3.  I don’t have to ask a question if I don’t want.

I can ask different kinds of questions:
1.  I can ask questions about the show.

2.  I can ask questions about the scenery, 
costumes, lights, or sound.
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After the show is finished,  
I will leave the theater with my family.
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MEET THE “NIEVES” CAST
These are the actors you will see at the  

Sensory Friendly Performance on  
Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 3:30PM.
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They play the role of Carmela. Carmela wants to use her 
birthday wish on the perfect thing, but can’t decide what 

she wants to wish for. She lives with her Mami and brother, 
Miguel and loves to ride her scooter around town. She 

misses her Papi, who is in another country. 

THIS IS ISABEL.
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They play the role of Miguel. Carmela is their little sister, and 
they are the oldest child in their family. Miguel has many 
chores and responsibilities that he helps his Mami with.  

He likes to tease his sister, but loves her very much.

THIS IS THOMAS.



17

They play the role of Mami. Mami is the mother 
of Carmela and Big Brother. Karen also plays 

the roles of Bodega Owner and the Old Woman 
who Carmela meets during her errands.

THIS IS KAREN.
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They play the role of Papi and Señor Lopez. Papi is 
Carmela and Miguels’s father. Carmela sees Señor 

Lopez around town while she is on her errands. 

THIS IS PARKER.
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These actors play several people from around Carmela’s 
town who she sees while on her errands with Miguel. 

THIS IS THE ENSEMBLE.



SYNOPSIS

Carmela wakes up on her 7th birthday to 
surprise pancakes with her Mami and brother 
Miguel, who gives her a bracelet as a present. 
Carmela is excited because now that she is 
seven, she is allowed to go with her brother 
to la lavanderia (the laundromat). Carmela 
and her brother leave the house and head 
towards la lavanderia, while Carmela stops to 
talk with a boy selling flowers, an old woman 
with a cane and others along the way. Miguel 
tries to hurry Carmela along, but Carmela has 
a dandelion she wants to blow the seeds out 
of for her birthday wish. Carmela can’t decide 
what she wants to wish for though, and she 
steps inside. 

In the laundromat, Miguel becomes frustrated 
with her. Carmela almost makes a wish to have 
her brother be nicer to her- but decides that 
she should imagine the dream coming true 
first. She imagines her brother being as kind 
and loving as possible. Miguel finishes the 
laundry and they leave together- but Carmela 
does not make her wish. 

Next, the two siblings head towards the 
vegetable market. Carmela gets distracted by 
a Paletas (popsicles) cart selling sweets along 
the way. At the vegetable market, Miguel 
seems like they are in a rush and Carmela 
imagines a vending machine filled with sweets. 
She still decides to save her wish. As the 
two head to the locksmith to pick up a key, 

Carmela asks Miguel questions about their 
Papi and why is not around like he used to be. 
Miguel reveals that their Papi needs to “get 
their papers fixed”: her father was born in a 
different country and was sent back to it, but 
he is trying to return to them.

At the locksmith, Carmela begins to imagine 
a new wish: a fancy, comfy bed for her Mami. 
Miguel gets the key and they make their 
way next to a bodega, a small corner store. 
There, Carmela begins to miss her Papi, and 
smelling a stick of deodorant that reminds her 
of him, begins to imagine he is there — they 
sing a song together. The bodega owner’s cat, 
Anatoli, distracts Carmela from her vision and 
Papi disappears from her imagination. The 
two siblings leave the bodega.

Miguel reveals that he has been hurrying 
through his stops with Carmela so that he can 
borrow a video game from his friend Hugo’s 
house. Carmela is upset that her brother lied 
to her. As they leave, Miguel rushes her again 
and she crashes her scooter on accident and 
her dandelion stem breaks. Feeling bad, 
Miguel takes Carmela to a spot filled with 
dandelion seeds floating all around where 
their Papi used to take them and gives her a 
mango lollipop as a gift. Carmela takes in the 
sights and sounds of the dandelions. The two 
siblings go home.

Portions of text that appear in bold and that are underlined  
may be considered loud for some audience members.

This play is bilingual. The actors will be speaking English and Spanish during the performance. 


